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FIRST 
HOME
BUYERS
CELEBRATE

WATER SAFETY 
FOR KIDS
OLYMPIC gold medallist and 
proud mum-of-three, Brooke 
Hanson, is leading the new Swim-
Start program in Queensland, 
which aims to provide access to 
learn-to-swim classes for children 
aged 0 to 4.

The program, supported by 
$4.8 million over two years, will 
offer more than 30,000 Swim-
Start vouchers valued up to $150 
to eligible families facing financial 
pressures.

Sport Minister Stirling Hinch-
liffe expressed excitement about 
the program, stressing the impor-
tance of early education in water 
safety, particularly with the arrival 
of summer. 

“We don’t want family finances 
to be a barrier to preschool-aged 
Queenslanders learning about 
water safety and developing the 
skills they’ll carry with them for 
life,” Mr Hinchliffe said.

Since 7 November, families 
meeting the eligibility criteria 
have been able to apply for the 
SwimStart vouchers, which can 
be used to access swimming 
lessons with a registered Swim-
Start activity provider. There is a 
limit of one voucher per child per 
financial year. 

Olympic champion Brooke 
Hanson expressed her joy in 
being part of the SwimStart pro-
gram, highlighting the importance 
of learning to swim, especially in a 
state like Queensland. 

"Making lessons more accessi-
ble for families who may be doing 
it tough is a fantastic initiative,” 
she said. “I would encourage 
anyone who is eligible to dive in 
and get their kids learning how to 
swim as young as possible."

Round 1 for voucher applica-
tions closes on 1 May 2024. For 
more information visit www.qld.
gov.au/swimstart 

THE State Government is taking steps to support first-time home buyers by doubling the First Home Owner Grant as part of a set of measures aimed at 
reducing the cost of living. Since Monday, 20 November, eligible first-home buyers have had access to $30,000 through the grant.
The Full Story on page 2  

JOSHUA EAST

ELISABETH WALSH

PAINT, SIP & 
SPLATTER SUCCESS
Taking a leap of faith during a time 
when businesses were doing it tough 
has seen Kallangur local Katie Boulter 
come out the other side even stronger.

PAGE 24

DAKABIN HOTEL 
UNVEILED
The Comiskey Group, has
unveiled the first artist impres-
sions of the new Dakabin Hotel 
and onsite shopping precinct. 

PAGE 4

How to get your hands on 
100% Australian made leather

Visit 101 Boundary Rd, Narangba, Qld 4504
Phone (07) 3203 1323  
Email shop@packerleather.com  
Online www.packerdirect.com.au

For 130 years Packer Leather has been 
producing world class leather. Today, from 

our Narangba factory, we offer a range high 
performance leathers along with leather 

work supplies.

Australian Made Since 1891
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CONTINUED from page 1
The funds for this program 

will be drawn from the progres-
sive Coal Royalties regime, 
ensuring that coal companies 
contribute their fair share to 
first homeowners.

Queensland will now offer 
the equal highest First Home 
Owner Grant in Australia, sur-
passing the grants available in 
New South Wales and Victoria 
by triple the amount.

Premier Annastacia Pa-
laszczuk said she understood 
how much the cost of living 
was impacting Queenslanders, 
especially first-home buyers. 

“Our government is commit-
ted to easing these pressures 
by delivering the largest cost of 
living relief package anywhere 
in the nation,” she said. 

“I want to see home own-
ership rates continue to rise, 
which is why our government 
is stepping up to lend a helping 

FIRST HOME OWNER 
GRANT DOUBLED

hand.
“The existing first home 

owner grant has been very 
successful, which is why our 
government is doubling the 
grant program - meaning 
eligible first home buyers will 
receive $30,000 cashback.

“I hope this puts the dream 
of owning a first home within 
reach of more Queenslanders.

“We can only do this be-
cause we’re making sure coal 
companies pay their fair share.”

It is estimated that this dou-
bling of the grant will support 
around 12,000 buyers by 30 
June 2025, when the boost is 
set to expire.

Treasurer Cameron Dick 
highlighted the opportunity 
presented by the emerging ca-
pacity in housing construction 
to get more Queenslanders 
into their own homes. 

“Queensland’s strong budget 
position gives us the flexibility 
to adapt to changing condi-

tions like this, by reinvesting the 
proceeds from progressive coal 
royalties,” he said. 

Minister for Housing, 
Leeanne Enoch, said all 
Queenslanders should have a 
place to call home.

“Helping first-home buyers is 
just one of the many ways our 
government is responding to 
national housing pressures,” Ms 
Enoch said. 

“We are delivering thousands 
and thousands of homes as part 

of our Big Housing Build.
“More than 200,000 forms 

of housing assistance were 
provided to Queenslanders 
last financial year alone.

“We hope this helps put 
home ownership in reach for 
young Queenslanders.” 

Between July 2015 and April 
2023, over 6,849 grants worth 
$115.3 million were paid to 
home buyers to assist them 
in buying their first home in 
Moreton Bay. 

To be eligible for the First 
Home Owner Grant, buyers 
must be purchasing or building 
a new home valued below 
$750,000, including land and 
any contract variations. 

The grant is available to 
individuals who are 18 years 
or older and are purchasing 
their first residential property 
in Australia. The home must 
meet certain criteria, such as 
not having been lived in or sold 
as a place of residence at the 
time of completion.
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SEASONS Mango Hill and Mango Hill State Secondary College 
recently celebrated the opening night of The Love of Local 
Art Exhibition, a collaboration that highlights the power of 
intergenerational relationships through art.. 

The exhibition showcased the remarkable talents of both junior 
and senior students from Mango Hill State Secondary College. 
Residents, community members, and families were invited to 
attend the event and vote for their favorite art pieces.

Claire McCallum, Sales and Marketing Manager at Seasons, 
expressed her delight with the opening night, describing it as 
"absolutely delightful." She also praised the exceptional talents 
displayed by the students. Rebecca McGuire, the Art Teacher 

FOSTERING GREAT RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN GENERATIONS

from Mango Hill State Secondary College, echoed McCallum's 
sentiment, stating, "The exhibition has been fantastic. To see the 
connection between the students and residents is so special."

As part of the exhibition, winning art pieces will be permanently 
displayed at Seasons Mango Hill, creating a lasting legacy for 
the students. Additionally, the students will receive prizes for 
first, second, and third place, recognising their outstanding 
achievements.

The partnership between Mango Hill State Secondary College 
and Seasons Mango Hill has proven to be a success, with both 
parties expressing enthusiasm for continuing the collaboration 
in the future. By fostering relationships between different 
generations, the partnership aims to create a supportive and 
inclusive community.

The Love of Local Art Exhibition not only showcases the artistic 
talents of the students but also serves as a platform for connecting 
different generations. Through the shared appreciation and 
enjoyment of art, residents, students, and community members 
have the opportunity to forge meaningful connections and learn 
from one another.

This intergenerational collaboration not only benefits the 
students by providing them with a real-world audience for their 
artwork but also enriches the lives of the residents at Seasons 
Mango Hill. The exhibition is a testament to the power of art in 
bringing people together and fostering a sense of community.

The Love of Local Art Exhibition serves as a reminder of the 
importance of intergenerational relationships and the positive 
impact they can have on the community as a whole. 

JO KELSEY

QUEENSLAND hospitality 
company, the Comiskey 
Group, has unveiled the first 
artist impressions of the new 
Dakabin Hotel. The pub, situat-
ed on a sprawling 3.75-hectare 
land on the corner of Alma and 
Old Gympie Road, is set to be-
come a vibrant entertainment 
hub with its very own indoor 
basketball court. 

With a development cost of 
$35 million, the Dakabin Hotel 
is expected to be completed 
by mid-to-late 2024 and will 
be accompanied by a $15 
million on-site shopping pre-
cinct. The shopping centre will 
host a variety of well-known 
multinational tenants, includ-
ing Guzman Y Gomez, KFC, 
Zarraffa's, and a NightOwl 
service station.

Director Rob Comiskey 
said he had received a large 
amount of leasing enquiries 
and has confirmed some major 
brands will be opening soon.  

"Dakabin is a massive 
growth area, not to mention 
its close proximity to the thriv-
ing North Lakes community; it 
really is a great opportunity for 
leasing,” Rob said. 

“Our Dakabin development 
is in a high-profile location on 

the main road, offering great 
visibility right opposite Wool-
worths. We do have a few ten-
ancies left, and we are looking 
for businesses that we believe 
will be well-suited to the area; 
if you think that's you, then, by 
all means, get in touch!”

The Comiskey Group antic-
ipates the remaining tenancies 

will be filled soon and invites 
leasing enquiries via hello@
comiskey.com.au. 

In addition to the shopping 
precinct, the Dakabin Hotel 
will house a restaurant with 
both indoor and outdoor 
dining options, a sports bar 
with TAB facilities, a gaming 
room, a large kid's room with 

NEW DAKABIN HOTEL PLANS UNVEILED

an indoor basketball court, 
and more features yet to be 
announced. 

Director David Comiskey 
said the Dakabin Hotel will be-
gin taking shape in the coming 
months. 

"The earthworks are nearing 
completion, and we will com-
mence the concrete footings 

very soon,” David said. 
“In just a few months, 

Dakabin Hotel will start to 
take shape, and the progress 
should be exciting to watch. 
We had been working on the 
design of the development 
for over a year. We put a lot of 
effort into it, and so we were 
very eager to release the artist 

impressions when they were 
complete. It's great to finally 
be able to show the communi-
ty what we have planned. We 
hope you can see by the qual-
ity of the build that we have 
made every effort to deliver a 
world-class venue to Dakabin 
for all to enjoy.”

Artist impression of the new Dakabin Hotel entry



DECEMBER 2023 7NEWSNEWS6 LocalTimes.com.au LocalTimes.com.au DECEMBER  2023

QBCC #1263070QBCC #1263070QBCC #1263070

TRADITIONAL MARKET
Every Sunday

Open 6:00 am to 12:00 noon

You never know what you will find...You never know what you will find...

KEDRON – WAVELL SERVICES CLUB
21 Kittyhawk Drive, Chermside QLD 4032

STALL HOLDER ENQUIRIES,STALL HOLDER ENQUIRIES,
PLEASE PHONE COLLIN: 0418 721 751PLEASE PHONE COLLIN: 0418 721 751

I’VE had links to the news for 
as long as I can remember. I 
grew up in a household where 
we watched the news every 
night and quite often we had 
a newspaper floating around 
as well. Although back then 
I was more interested in the 
printed TV guide and what was 
happening in all my favourite 
shows! Yet I was still aware 
things were happening in the 
world. I remember hearing 
about famous people dying, 
war erupting in other countries 
and bad accidents taking lives. 
While the news can be a scary 
thing, it’s also very much an 
important part of our lives.. 

There seems to be a belief in 
our culture that the innocence 
of childhood is sacred and 
must be preserved at all costs. 
But these children are likely to 
grow into adults who have little 
to no idea about some of the 
things happening in the world. 
Just because they hear about 
murder, violence, war, death, 
pain and everything shock-
ing, doesn’t necessarily mean 
they will head down that path 
themselves.

I’ve never been one to shy 

away from being honest with 
my kids. Yes, I do tell them little 
white lies about certain topics, 
but when it comes to chatting 
about what’s happening in 
the news, I’ll have a conversa-
tion with them about it. The 
Israel-Hamas war is a prime ex-
ample of a big thing happening 
in the world and yes, my girls 
(now 10 and eight) have asked 
questions about what it is and 
why it’s taking place. Another 
big news item has been the 
bushfires kicking in across the 
country and the potential fear 
of whether we could be in the 
firing line. We chat about topics 
on a level that they understand, 
but sometimes the questions 
that follow can be even trickier 
to answer! 

It does come down to 
personal preference what you 
choose to talk to your kids 
about and exactly how much 
detail you give them. But there 
are times they can access 
the information themselves, 
whether we can control it or 
not. If you are a regular watcher 
of the news, you’ll likely notice 
a lot of it isn’t ‘good’ news. Ter-
rorism, natural disasters, violent 
crime and famine – the news 

is often a cocktail of negativity 
that can worry young minds. 
But in a digital world that is 
constantly evolving, news is 
everywhere. So how can you 
help children understand the 
news and keep it in perspective 
for them?

• Ask your kids questions 
to see if they know 
about a current event. 
For school-age kids 
and teens, you can ask 
what they have heard 
at school or on social 
media. 

• Factor in your child’s 
age and their devel-
opment or ability to 
understand what is 
going on.

• Depending on the 
topic, of course, answer 
questions as honestly 
as you can, but keep it 
brief when necessary 
too. Remember it’s okay 
to say you don’t know 
the answer, but you’ll 
try to find out. 

• If your child doesn't 
seem interested in an 
event or doesn't want 
to talk about it, don’t 
push the issue.

EMERGENCY 
HOUSING SUPPORT
IN a bid to address the growing 
demand for emergency accom-
modation for families experi-
encing homelessness, the State 
Government has announced 
an investment of $23 million 
for the Immediate Housing Re-
sponse for Families (IHRF) pro-
gram. 

The IHRF program has al-
ready allocated tens of millions 
of dollars for emergency ac-
commodation for thousands 
of families. This latest injection 
of funds is designed to further 
strengthen the program's ability 
to offer emergency housing to 
those most in need.

Housing Minister Meaghan 
Scanlon expressed the govern-
ment's commitment to trans-
parency and collaboration with 
all levels of government. 

"We know there are housing 
concerns across the communi-
ty, and we are getting on with 
the job of building more homes 
to put a roof over the head of 
people who need it most,” Min-
ister Scanlon said. 

“I committed to a quarterly 
data release for greater trans-
parency and to better respond 
to the changing demand.

“That’s why we have an-
nounced another $23 million in 
IHRF funding.”

The first release of the so-
cial housing register quarterly 
data showed a stabilisation in 
applications for social housing. 
Housing register applications 
for the September quarter were 
at 25,362 - slightly lower than 
the previous quarter. The latest 
data release also showed that 
government-managed social 
housing was found for 848 new 
households between 1 July and 
30 September. While the num-
ber of single households had 
decreased, there was an in-
crease in the number of families 
seeking assistance, prompting 
the allocation of more funding 
by the Queensland Govern-
ment.

Furthermore, recent data 
from the Open Data Portal re-
vealed an increase in social 
housing tenancies and a de-
crease in unoccupied homes. 
The data emphasised the need 
for ongoing vacancy manage-
ment and the rollout of indige-
nous housing in remote and dis-
crete communities. To address 
this issue, the government has 
established a dedicated vacancy 
management team and has allo-
cated additional funding in the 
latest budget for the delivery of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-
lander housing statewide.

SHOULD WE LET OUR KIDS 
WATCH THE NEWS?
SHEREE HODDINETT

• Listen carefully. When 
kids hear about an up-
setting event they may 
worry about it hap-
pening to them. Focus 
on what your kids ask 
so you can help them 
cope with their fears. 

• Put news stories in 
context. Broaden the 
discussion from a spe-
cific news item about 
a difficult event to a 
larger conversation. 

• Decide what and how 
much news is appro-
priate for your child. 
Think about how old 
your kids are and how 
mature they are. En-
courage them to take 
breaks from following 
the news, especially 
when the topics are 
difficult.

• Watch the news with 
your child and talk 
about it. Turn off a story 
if you think it's inappro-
priate for your child. 

CALEB Mundy from Narangba is revelling in the benefits of taking 
a new direction in life after experiencing an ‘aha moment’ two 
years ago.

The 18-year-old says he was drifting aimlessly through life when 
a moment of clarity came to him in June 2021.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR'S 'AHA MOMENT' INSPIRES JOURNEY TO 
SELF-EMPLOYMENT

“I didn’t have a clue at the time, just hanging around with mates, 
not doing well at school, not doing anything useful at all really,” he 
says. “My motto in life was to go where the world takes you.”

The turning point in Caleb’s life journey came one winter 
afternoon in mid-2021 after he decided to take part in a career 
development course organised by his school. 

He had tried different schools over a long period of time, failing 

time after time to fit in, to engage with the teaching methods and 
curriculum. 

Caleb knew that his continuing challenges with education were 
in large part caused by his ADHD, a diagnosis he received when he 
was around seven years old. With the help of a supportive family, 
he had tried various strategies and medications over the years, 
with varying degrees of success.  

As Caleb drifted through high school the academic slide 
gathered speed, affecting his self-confidence, and ability to make 
decisions in his own best interests.

“I was headed absolutely nowhere, and hardly even cared 
either,” he says.

The ‘aha moment’ that turned him around happened one winter 
afternoon at school during a presentation on Life Directions 
and Careers with Taj Pabari, founder of the ASE group, a social 
entrepreneurship company based in Brisbane. 

That was the day that Caleb realised he had the power to undo 
certain self-limiting beliefs about his own capabilities, and began 
to consider something he hadn’t considered very much, the idea 
of working for himself, instead of a boss. 

He started to prepare himself for a future in small business, 
looking for a start, a small business idea that could kick-start him 
on a pathway to bigger things. 

As a starting point, Caleb sourced a variety of popular snacks, 
impulse buys, and bundled them as a product he named ‘Caleb’s 
Refreshing Snacks’. He went on to successfully market the snack 
packs at the local Sunday markets. 

The successful venture, although modest in scale, showed the 
sixteen-year-old the value of following through on an idea and 
giving it a shot.

Since then, Caleb has continued to develop his business smarts 
and is busy trialling business ideas, making ready to jump on the 
right opportunity when it appears. 

He credits Taj Pabari’s ASE Group (incorporating The Australian 
School of Entrepreneurship) for awakening an interest in a career 
pathway and giving him the impetus to begin a needed change in 
his life’s direction.

BRUCE GIDDINGS
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LOUISE Winton can hardly wait 
for 9 December to arrive so she 
can don her tiara, ballgown and 
high heels, and take to the stage. 

As the Musical Director for 
Mango Hills Christmas Carols, 
Louise will be in her element, 
singing up a storm and assisting 
in the production of other mu-
sical acts, beginning at 4pm on 
Saturday, 9 December.

She says while music and 
performing are her passion all 
year round, the Christmas event 
at the Mango Hill Community 

Centre in Chermside Road 
remains a special joy.

“I love this event because 
it's firmly focused on families,” 
Louise says. “There are so many 
wonderful memories made for 
the little ones every year.  But at 
the same time, there is plenty of 
variety for adults.”

She says the presentation will 
evolve a little this year to allow 
each act a few extra minutes to 
shine, while keeping to the set 
schedule.

“We know that Santa will 
arrive at 5.15, so the entertain-
ment will revolve around that,” 

she says.
Louise smiles as she men-

tions some recent changes to 
her own act after undergoing a 
modest rebrand earlier this year.

“I have added extra sparkles 
and a tiara to go with my ball-
gown and heels, and have a new 
identity on Facebook and in real 
life, Louise the Diva.”

Louise will bring extra Christ-
mas sparkle to Mango Hill with 
acts such as Soundwave Com-
munity Choir, Moreton Celtic 
Fiddle Group and Madhouse 
Theatre, among others.

Louise the Diva will lead the 
community carols.

Her strong singing voice, 
cultivated through a rich back-
ground in musical theatre, has 
contributed to the success of 
the Mango Hill Christmas Carols 
every year since she began 
performing at them in 2017.

The popular Christmas carol 
event will stay true to its begin-
nings as a family night, a com-
munity getting together. As in 
previous years, there will be fun 
and games, along with presents 
for the children from Santa.

There will be a free giant slide 
for the kids, food tents, fairy 
floss, a free jumping castle for 
the smaller kids, and more. Santa 
will arrive at 5.15pm and the fire-
works display will be at 8.30pm. 
Participants are asked to bring 
a chair or picnic blanket and be 
ready for a fun family evening.

GROW IT LOCAL EXPANDS PROGRAM

GRASSROOTS organisation 
Grow It Local has joined forces 
with the Queensland Govern-
ment to promote local food pro-
duction and reduce food waste.

In a partnership aimed at en-
couraging sustainable living 
practices, the government has 
provided $150,000 in funding 
over three years to support the 
national Grow It Local initiative 
and roll out the program state-
wide. 

Environment Minister Leanne 
Linard expressed her support for 
Grow It Local, stating that it en-
couraged a holistic approach to 
food and waste management 

“More than three million 
tonnes of food is sent to landfill 
in Queensland each year, even 
though there is an increasing 
number of Queenslanders ex-
periencing food insecurity,” Ms 
Linard said. “It is estimated that 
households spend between 
$2,000 to $2,500 per year on 
food that is ultimately wasted.

“Critically this is also about 
teaching children practical skills 
that will empower them to grow, 
cook and compost their own 

food at home, which I think is an 
invaluable investment in our fu-
ture.”

To celebrate the collaboration 
with Grow it Local, the Queens-
land Parliament has transformed 
into ParliMINT, with four differ-
ent varieties of mint planted in its 
small edible garden. 

Speaker of the Queensland 
Parliament, Curtis Pitt, said an 
edible garden could be created 
anywhere. 

“Many people who drive or 
walk past Parliament House in the 
Brisbane central business district 
would be surprised to know that 
we have a small, edible garden, 
the produce of which is used by 
the chefs in our kitchen,” he said. 

“In addition to growing our 
own herbs and spices, we also 
have an ‘Eggsembly’ of chooks 
who provide us with fresh eggs 
that staff and visitors at Parlia-
ment House get to enjoy after 
they come out of our kitchen.

“Our resident chooks the 
Cluck of the Assembly, Dorothy 
Dixer, Miss Hansard and Erskine 
Lay are very welcome residents 
and contributors at the Queens-
land Parliament.

“I hope that through Grow It 
Local, more Queenslanders will 
become inspired and establish 
their own garden, or work with 
their neighbours to create a com-
munity garden, and realise the 
many benefits such an endeavour 
creates.”

Chef, River Cottage Australia 
star and Grow It Local co-found-
er, Paul West, said anyone could 
grow their own food, regardless 
of the space or time available. 

“It’s something everyone can 
do – whether you’ve got a subur-
ban backyard or just a windowsill 
in the kitchen,” Mr West said.

“Gardening, and all the phys-
ical and mental health benefits 
that come with it, is accessible to 
everyone, even if you start with 
just one plant.

“Growing your own food is ad-
dictive, once you start, there’s no 
going back!”

Currently, there are 5,739 local 
growers registered with Grow It 
Local in Queensland, cultivating 
413,793 square meters of land 
and diverting 11,914 kilograms 
of food waste from landfill each 
week through home composting 
activities. 

MANGO HILL
SET TO SPARKLE

JOSHUA EAST

BRUCE GIDDINGS

Louise Winton

THE annual Kids in Care 
Christmas Toy Appeal, or-
ganised by Kindness for Kids 
in Care Inc, is set to bring 
joy to even more children 
this year. The heartwarming 
initiative, which began over 
a decade ago, has grown 
exponentially over this time 
thanks to strong partnership 
with Morayfield Shopping 
Centre, Caboolture Sports 
Club, local businesses, sport-
ing clubs, the Department of 
Child Safety and with assis-
tance from local member 
Mark Ryan MP.

Last year, the Toy Appeal suc-
cessfully provided presents for 
over 750 local kids in care, and 
the organisers are determined 
to make Christmas even merrier 
for a greater number of children 
in 2023. The growth in pop-
ularity of the event led to the 
establishment of Kindness for 
Kids in Care in 2022. This new 
organisation aims to extend its 
support beyond the Christmas 
season, providing year-round 
assistance to children in care.

Kindness for Kids in Care of-

fers various forms of support, 
including providing suitcases 
for children to carry their be-
longings, supplying essential 
toiletries, and assisting them in 
transitioning to independent 
living. 

Community members who 
wish to contribute can do so 
by leaving presents in the des-
ignated Big Box near Morayfield 
Shopping Centre's food court. 
Additionally, Planet Fitness in 
Rothwell is also collecting pre-
sents, which can be dropped off 
at the Sales & Information Cen-
tre at North Harbour.

Gifts such as dolls, Lego 
blocks, balls, toy cars, and board 

games are always in high de-
mand and greatly appreciated. 
The generosity of our commu-
nity has been remarkable, and 
we encourage anyone interest-
ed in contributing or assisting 
Kindness for Kids in Care to 
reach out to Committee Chair 
Prue Aranovitch at 0408 962 
839.

The Annual Christmas Toy 
Appeal continues to be a shin-
ing example of the power of 
community collaboration and 
compassion. Together, we can 
make a lasting impact on the 
lives of children in care, ensur-
ing they feel loved and support-
ed throughout the year.

Kindness for Kids in Care
JO KELSEY

Mark Ryan MP with members of Kindness for Kids In Care 
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“Government subsidised”
respite care

With summer and school holidays
approaching – now could be a great time

to explore respite care options for you
and/or your loved one.

“Access 63 days of Government
subsidised respite care” 

ELIZABETH WALSH

ELIZABETH WALSH

TO work or to study? Not sure 
what path to take after high 
school? Every year students 
across the state finish their Year 
12 studies, but for some taking 
the next step in education, em-
ployment or training in the year 
following their departure from 
high school can be a challenge. 
The Queensland Department 
of Education rolled out the 
Link and Launch service across 
a number of school sites to 
support those struggling with 
this next step. It’s designed to 
help them work through their 
options and choose a pathway 
that will equip them to success-
fully transition to study, training 
or work. 

The Link and Launch pro-
gram is aimed at Year 12 gradu-
ates from the past two to three 
years who are looking for guid-
ance. This Queensland-wide 
program stretches over 38 
regions across the state. One 
program, hosted by Clontarf 
Beach State High School, cov-
ers the area from Margate and 
Redcliffe through to Deception 
Bay and North Lakes. The ser-
vice is available to all secondary 
schools in these areas, whether 
they are a state, non-state or in-
dependent school. 

Within our local region, 
schools already taking part in 
Link and Launch include:

• Clontarf Beach State 
High School

• Morayfield State High 
School 

• Deception Bay State 
High School

• Redcliffe State High 
School

• North Lakes State Col-
lege 

• Kairos Community Col-
lege in Deception Bay

• The YMCA Vocational 
School 

• Arethusa College 

For Link and Launch coordi-
nator Brant Echlin, his involve-
ment with the program came 
about after five years of work-
ing with pre-vocational senior 
students at the Sunshine Coast 
Technical Trade Training Cen-
tre. 

“The role of Link and Launch 
coordinator came up in my na-
tive Moreton Bay and I was ex-
cited at the prospect of work-
ing with young people in their 
post-high school journey,” Brant 
says. “My role involves working 
alongside the client, assisting 
them in articulating their future 
and providing them with the 
options and agency to facilitate 
this. 

“This could be as simple as 
enrolling in a course, or navi-
gating around the challenges 
some young people face, such 
as driver’s licences or navigat-
ing government processes.

“My role is an amazing blend 
of career counsellor, education 

advisor and support person.”
Initially kicking off in 2019, 

the Link and Launch program 
was piloted in four schools and 
continues to grow with more 
than 3000 students having 
come on board since the be-
ginning. It has been specifically 
tailored to suit the cohort of 
students, geographic location 
and size of each school – to-
gether with the general needs 
of the community. Any Year 12 
graduate can access the Link 
and Launch service - there are 
no prerequisites, no waiting pe-
riod, no need to be on benefits, 
no means testing and no cost. 
While the program’s core cli-
ent group are Year 12 students 
without education, training or 
employment, assistance is open 
to others seeking guidance or a 
change.

Through his role with Link 
and Launch, Brant has been able 
to help a number of applicants 
find success. Jake came to Brant 
for assistance in finding a path 
forward into a trade. 

“He always had an interest in 
electrical work, but wasn’t sure 
how to enter into the industry,” 
Brant says. “I recommended 
he undertake a Certificate II in 
Electrotechnology, to gain the 
initial knowledge and skills for 
the trade while he sought an 
apprenticeship. Currently, he is 
near completion of his course 
and is lined up for a role at a 
commercial electrical firm.”

Eboni joined Jake at the first 
meeting with Brant and after 
seeing the result decided to 
take part in Link and Launch as 
well. Eboni was seeking a role 
in beauty or hairdressing and 
wanted some clarification on 
the best way to achieve her 
goals. Brant presented several 
options including study or an 
apprenticeship and afterwards 
Eboni was able to visit several 
hair and beauty firms with Brant. 

Impressed with her person-
ality and pizazz, a local firm 
has now taken Eboni on as an 
apprentice hairdresser. To as-
sist with work and her personal 
life, Brant is also helping Eboni 
get her driver’s licence through 
the local Braking the Cycle pro-
gram.

“Brant, as our Link and Launch 
Coordinator, was fantastic, 

walking alongside us and doing 
whatever needed to happen to 
reach our goal,” Eboni says. “Be-
cause of Link and Launch, we’re 
both on our career pathway 
and not looking back!”

How the program works
Link and Launch officers 

are based at participating host 
schools to connect with those 
looking to access the program. 
These officers assist young 
people in navigating a range of 
post-school study, training and 
work options in line with their 
individual goals, aspirations, 
skills and strengths and support 
them to make independent 
choices that will equip them to 
make a successful transition. 

Some options you can con-
sider through the program in-
clude:

• Free apprenticeships for 
under 25s

• Fee-free TAFE
• Skilling Queenslanders 

for Work programs
• Alternative entry to uni-

versity
• Employment
• Federal incentives and 

participation programs 
like Transition to Work.

What else do you need to 
know?

Participation in the program 
is voluntary. That’s right, you 
take part of your own accord.

Students enrolled at school 
are not eligible to join the pro-
gram as career guidance and 
planning support are already 
provided by schools.

There is no right or wrong 
path to go down, just the 
chance to have some guidance 
and make the most of opportu-
nities that come your way. 

The program is run on school 
sites but is separate from the 
rest of the school. You don’t 
need to be a former student of 
these high schools to be eligi-
ble. 

To find out more about Link 
and Launch and whether it will 
work for you or someone you 
know, visit education.qld.gov.
au/students/student-engage-
ment/link-and-launch or www.
wethedifferents.qld.edu.au/
link-launch

LAUNCHING INTO THE NEXT CHAPTER

BILLY Joel fans will be in for 
a treat with an upcoming 
acoustic performance of his 
best-known melodies, brought 
to life by musician Jimmy Mann.

The event, Celebrating the 
Music of Billy Joel, will take 
place at the Redcliffe Enter-
tainment Centre on Friday, 9 
February. 

Jimmy Mann said he recalled 
being 19 years old when he first 
became captivated by a young 
Billy Joel’s performance of Just 
the Way You Are on television.

“It was such an amazing 
song and performance from 
this guy,” Jimmy said. “Incred-
ible songwriter, singer, artist, 
musician, great piano player – 
all that stuff really changed my 
musical life. 

“He has a way of writing that 
draws you close to your own 
personal experiences, as many 
songwriters do, but for me, 
Billy’s music just captured it all.” 

Jimmy’s musical journey 
started at the age of eight 
when he began playing the 
piano accordion, inspired by his 
father’s musical talents. Over 
the years, he transitioned to 
playing the piano and studied 

classical, blues and jazz fusion. 
While he always enjoyed 
singing, it was the encourage-
ment of the leader of a band 
in a major cabaret show that 
propelled him to embrace his 
singing abilities. 

Since then, Jimmy has 
performed with various bands 
and worked alongside many 
musicians in the industry. His 
long standing collaboration 
with Elton John tribute artist, 
Lance Strauss (Elton Jack) in the 
show Rocket Man vs Piano Man 
spans 15 years.  

For this performance, Jimmy 
will be accompanied by his 
good friend Andrew Williams 
on acoustic guitar and backing 
vocals. 

“I have added the acoustic 
guitar because I love the full-
ness and rhythmic value it adds 
to the sound, while still keeping 
everything in the acoustic 
domain,” Jimmy said. 

The performance will feature 
acoustic renditions of classics 
like Scenes from an Italian Res-
taurant and New York State of 
Mind, along with rock and roll 
tunes like You May Be Right. 

In addition, Jimmy has added 
a few of Billy Joel’s songs he 
hasn’t performed in a show be-

fore, including And So It Goes, 
Vienna and Don’t Ask Me Why. 

“I have always wanted to 
portray them in a more free, 
open fashion, bringing a new 
kind of meaning to these 
particular songs,” he said. “The 
words still pretty much have 
the same meaning today, just 
a simple story about a couple 
that meet as kids, get married, 
go through life and then realise 
it’s not going to work out and 
break up but stay friends,” he 
said. “As with so many of Billy 
Joel’s songs, these are words 
that so many people can relate 
to.”

Aside from the exceptional 
music, the show will also in-
corporate visual elements with 
photos and videos projected 
onto the theatre screen. 

Jimmy said he and Andrew 
were both looking forward to 
performing in Redcliffe.  

“It’s a beautiful area and 
special to me. I have family that 
live in the area and most of my 
grandkids have grown up here 
so it will be great to have all the 
family along.” 

Tickets are $49pp (excluding 
booking fee). Book online at 
the Redcliffe Entertainment 
Centre website.

BILLY JOEL'S CLASSICS 
REIMAGINED AT ACOUSTIC 
TRIBUTE SHOW

MORE than 860 schools across 
Queensland are set to benefit 
from a $2 million boost to school 
food programs.  

Education Minister Grace 
Grace announced the new fund-
ing on Tuckshop Day (Friday, 3 
November) last month.

Minister Grace emphasised the 
importance of healthy eating in 
student performance and com-
mended schools for their efforts 
in providing food support. 

“We know the positive impact 
healthy eating can have on a 

student’s performance at school,” 
she said. 

“That’s why we’re putting an 
additional $2 million on the table 
to further assist state schools who 
already do a great job providing 
food support, including breakfast 
programs.”

The funding is aimed at 
establishing or enhancing food 
programs, with a focus on schools 
with the highest level of need. 
Schools categorised as remote 
or very remote will receive an 
increased payment. Additionally, 
$500,000 has been allocated 
for grants of up to $20,000 for 
external food providers, such as 

registered charities, to directly 
provide food services to schools. 

This funding is in addition to 
the $2.7 million earmarked for the 
school breakfast program in the 
2023/24 State Budget.

In total, the Palaszczuk Govern-
ment has invested $8.2 billion in 
2023/24 to ease the cost of living 
pressure on Queensland families. 

The State Budget also includes 
$29 million for playground 
improvements and tuckshop 
upgrades in state schools across 
the state. So far, 150 schools 
have received funding through 
the Playgrounds and Tuckshops 
Upgrade program.

QLD Schools $2 Million Funding Boost

SHEREE HODDINETT

LIink and Launch coordinator Brant with Charlie 
who iis now studying to be a teacher aide

Fixed rate with no hidden fees
Fully licenced Property Manager

Personalised service tailored for you
Regular routine inspections with photo reports

Flexible owner payments, and same day statements
Strict property application processes with thorough tenant checks

Limited number of managed properties to ensure top quality service

NOT GETTING THE SERVICE
YOU DESERVE?

Give us a call today and let us help you!

(07) 3491 2000
www.okg.com.au
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Shop at Market Square
Deception Bay for your chance to
WIN 1 of 10 Party Season Packs

valued at $300 each*

Wednesday 22 November –
Wednesday 13 December

*Terms and conditions apply. Visit mktdeceptionbay.com.au for details.

Free Christmas Craft fun at Santa’s Workshop!
Sat 9 Dec Make your own Snow Globe

Sat 16 Dec  Make your own Christmas Puppet
11am – 2pm daily, near Coles

Ham supplied by 

PHOTOGRAPHY
SANTA
Say hello to Santa and get your photos taken
professionally and instantly! 

Find the real bearded Santa on his throne, near Coles.
To view package prices please visit mktdeceptionbay.com.au

11am – 3pm daily*

*Santa will have a 30 minute break from 1pm - 1:30pm daily

Every child
visiting Santa
will receive a

free gift!

Saturday 9 Dec 
Saturday 16 Dec
Monday 18 Dec
Tuesday 19 Dec
Wednesday 20 Dec

Thursday 21 Dec
Friday 22 Dec
Saturday 23 Dec
Sunday 24 Dec

Win 1 of 3 Traditional
Christmas Hams a day!
Thursday 14 December –

Wednesday 20 December

OUR GIFT FOR YOU!

PLUS

GLAM UP & DINE OUT

 mktdeceptionbay     marketsquaredeceptionbay    mktdeceptionbay.com.au

1-45 Bay Avenue, Deception Bay

Proudly owned by

STEVE Baxter is a name synon-
ymous with the world of busi-
ness. His journey is an inspiring 
example of how sheer determi-
nation and hard work can lead 
to success as both an entrepre-
neur and an investor. Leaving 
school at just 15, Steve made 
the bold decision to join the 
army, spending his time work-
ing as a technician in electron-
ics and telecommunications. In 
1994 Steve ventured down the 
path of start-ups, investing his 
life savings of $11,000 to launch 
internet service provider SE 
Net. It seems it was just the be-
ginning…. 

It was a decision in 2001 
that would eventually cement 
Steve’s position as a high-profile 
entrepreneur in Australia. Steve 
co-founded PIPE Networks, 
which grew into one of 
Australia’s largest broadband 
networks. The company 
was listed on the Australian 
Securities Exchange in 2005 
and in 2010 was acquired for a 
large sum ($373 million to be 
precise), marking a significant 
milestone in Steve's career. 
Some of you may also recognise 
Steve for his role as a judge on 

the Australian version of Shark 
Tank. His ability to identify 
promising business ideas and 
provide support and investment 
has helped many entrepreneurs 
achieve success. Despite his 
achievements, Steve remains 
extremely humble about what 
he’s done. 

“I’ve never really thought 
about it, to be honest,” he says 
of his achievements. “It’s just 
what I’ve done over the years 
and you have to do something 
with your time.”

Looking back to the very 
beginning of his working life, 
Steve recalls the decision to 
join the army at the age of 15 as 
not exactly a rational one, but a 
choice he made which helped 
shape him into the person he is 
now. 

“I was in the army from 1987 
through to 1995 and it was a 
very interesting time to be in the 
military,” Steve says. “I was 15 
and 15-year-old boys definitely 
don’t make rational decisions. It 
was just the thing to do, it was a 
career and at that time Australia 

FINDING HIS WAY TO THE TOP
was a different place, back 
then trades weren’t exactly like 
they are now and there were 
different career expectations.

“It was somewhat boring 
at the time but it gave me a 
technical skill, which I probably 
haven't used since, to be 
truthful. But it also gave me 
a whole bunch of friends. I 
suppose it probably gave me 
some work ethics, that I think 
assist when you're in business, 
that's for sure.”

Steve and an old school 
friend founded PIPE Networks 
in 2001, a company that has 
grown into one of the biggest 
broadband networks in 
Australia. PIPE, which means 
Public IP (Interchange Peering) 
Exchange, was all about a way 
to get internet service providers 
and telcos to interconnect 
more rationally than they were 
at the time. 

“It was a decision that came 
with a lot of hard work, but 
would pay out in the long run,” 
Steve says of starting PIPE. “It 
was an amazing ride to be on 
and the first time I was involved 
in the listing of a business and 
everything that goes along 
with that. Obviously, I sold my 

previous business, but this was 
a vastly different proposal and 
on a much bigger scale.”

After many years of learning 
what you should and shouldn’t 
do in the world of business, 
these days Steve is very much 
about supporting those looking 
to get a start. 

“Start-ups are people 
who have an idea how to do 
something and they typically 
look at a market (clever ones 
anyway) and understand that 
there's an opportunity to 
disrupt what's in place,” Steve 
says. “Usually what's in place is 
a larger provider who basically 
has grown arrogant with 
respect to their customers and 
no longer providing innovative 
solutions. So I think I enjoy 
seeing things get better. The 
way things get better is when 
people actually have freedom 
to go out and do something 
different. And that’s what start-
ups are about. Also, if you get it 
right, it’s a very profitable thing.”

Now down to the nitty 
gritty of his time on television 

show Shark Tank. What was 
the big appeal behind it for 
this businessman? He admits 
he enjoyed the idea of being a 
celebrity for a short period and 
that it definitely does change 
your life.

“So I had built myself a little 
bit of a profile here locally, 
doing things such as River City 
Labs, Accelerator and I was 
very vocal in trying to support 
entrepreneurship,” Steve says. 
“So Channel 10 approached 
me to go on the show. People 
often ask me, ‘What was it like 
being on the show?’ and for 
me, it was a great experience. It 
raises your profile and you have 
the opportunity to help others 
along the way.”

Steve is also now part of 
The ASE Group as an investor, 
advisor and ambassador. Driven 
by a dynamic team of young 
visionaries, The ASE Group is 
revolutionising the education 
and employment landscape 
in Australia. Founded by then 
19-year-old Taj Pabari alongside 
co-founders Tionne Young and 
Gabrielle Parker along with CEO, 
Jahin Tanvir, all currently under 
the age of 25, this trailblazing 
social enterprise specialises 

in delivering cutting-edge 
education, entrepreneurship 
and employment programs 
that inspire and empower the 
next generation of leaders. 
The organisation has recently 
secured a $5.6 million contract 
with the Australian government. 

Taj speaks very highly of Steve 
and shares the inspiring story 
that led to their partnership.

"I've known Steve since 
I was 14 years old,” he says. 
“When we first met, he wasn't 
a big fan of my first business 
and in fact, I left his office 
crying. However, we kept in 
touch and nearly a decade 
later, we're joining forces to 
help Australians develop life 
skills, start a business, or enter 
the workforce. And the best 
part? Steve's not just cutting 
a cheque - he's genuinely 
walking alongside us and our 
participants throughout their 
journey too."

"I'm excited to join The ASE 
Group and support their mission 
to equip every Australian with 
the skills, resources and mindset 

"Start-ups are people who have an 

idea how to do something and they 

typically look at a market (clever ones 

anyway) and understand that there's 

an opportunity to disrupt what's in 

place."

to start a business or enter the 
workforce,” Steve adds. “Their 
innovative approach and 
dedication to empowering the 
next generation of leaders are 
truly inspiring. Some people are 
easy to follow and this team is a 
prime example – it's an honour 
to be part of their journey."

Businessman aside, Steve 
is also a loving husband and 
proud dad to three girls. When 
he has some free time, he 
likes to do a spot of fishing or 
spend time flying (he even has 
a pilot’s licence). So, what does 
a typical day look like for a busy 
man like Steve?

“At this time of year in 
Queensland, the sun’s up early 
and so am I, so that’s usually 

around 4.30/5am,” Steve says. 
“So I’ll start the day with a walk 
or a bike ride, usually on the 
bike in summer and walk in 
winter. Then I’ll come back to 
my veggie garden and potter 
there for about 10 minutes or 
so and then the kids are usually 
up by then so it’s time for 
breakfast and getting ready for 
the day. 

“After that, I’ve got to work 
and I’m not home until about 
5.30/6pm, so by the time we 
do dinner, showers and reading 
books with the kids, I’m pretty 
much done for the day myself.” 

If starting your own business 
is something you plan on doing 
now or sometime in the future, 
Steve has some parting words 

of wisdom.
“Just do it,” Steve says 

without even pausing. “I get 
asked that a lot. People will start 
pitching to me about a business 
idea and I’ll just tell them they 
should do it. You’re not going 
to find out if it’s viable unless 
you do it. You have to start and 
you won’t know whether it’ll 
work unless you give it a go.” 

Want to know more 
about the man that is Steve 
Baxter? You can follow him 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram or visit stevebaxter.
com.au.

SHEREE HODDINETT
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Therapy in the comfort of your HOME!

Home Care Packages

NDIS
DVA

Medicare
Hydrotherapy

Workcover
Dry Needling

Private Patients

0448 458 414

Mobile Physio @ Home

Referrals to:
reception@mobilephysioathome.net

No out of Pocket fees 
for DVA and Medicare

JOSHUA EAST

Float Harmony is a family owned floatation therapy centre. 
Our vision is to assist your life journey to achieve wellness by 
optimising your health and wellbeing. We aim to provide you 

the personal touch by supporting and improving your 
quality of life by the use of our float therapy pools and 

infrared sauna.

Other packages and gift cards available online

60min float session only $70
35min Infrared Sauna session

only $35

ROTARY CLUB SPONSORS LOCAL STUDENT
THE Rotary Club of Redcliffe Sunrise 
has announced Kailee Richardson, 
a year 12 student at Deception Bay 
State High School, has been accept-
ed into the Rotary Youth Transition 
Seminar (RYTS). 

As a sponsor of Kailee, the Rotary 
Club of Redcliffe Sunrise will be pro-
viding financial support for her attend-
ance at the upcoming RYTS camp.

Barry Wallett, Principal of Decep-
tion Bay High, said Kailee applied to 
Rotary after hearing about the RYTS at 
the school’s assembly.

“She is an admirable student and is 
looking forward to her next challeng-
es on leaving school at the end of 
2023,” Mr Wallett said. 

As the STEM ambassador at her 
school, she has demonstrated a 
passion for science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics.

Upon completing her studies, Kail-
ee aspires to embark on her Bachelor 
of Design in 2024. 

The Rotary Youth Transition 
Seminar, organised by Rotary District 
9620, aims to assist young individuals 
in navigating the transition from one 
phase of life to another, be it further 
education, employment, or travel. 
RYTS equips participants with critical 
life skills such as financial manage-
ment, career planning, communica-
tion, teamwork, personal growth, and 

leadership. The program is designed 
for young achievers who have shown 
outstanding merit in their endeavours.

The RYTS program includes a 
lineup of guest speakers and mentors 
who share their stories and insights 
on a wide range of topics, including 
leadership, entrepreneurship, social 
justice, health, and wellness, among 
others. Participants are also engaged 
in physically, mentally, and emotion-
ally challenging activities like hiking, 
camping, yoga, meditation, and 
community service. RYTS provides 
an opportunity for participants to 
discover their strengths, passions, and 
potential while forging friendships and 
connections.

RYTS is one of the several youth 
programs offered by Rotary locally 
and internationally.

In addition to sponsoring Kailee, 
the Rotary Club of Redcliffe Sunrise 
recently financed 25-year-old Social 
Worker, Emilie Medina, from the 
Nundah Community Living Centre, to 
attend the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) on the Sunshine Coast. 
The RYLA program offers leadership 
development training, which would 
typically cost around $10,000 in the 
commercial market.

For more information about Rotary 
Club of Redcliffe Sunrise and their 
youth programs visit www.red-
cliffesunriserotary.org.au

Kailee Richardson and the DBSHS Principal Barry Wallett

JOSHUA EAST

North Lakes 
Laughter Club

Try a Dose of Laughter Yoga

thehappydemic.com.au

COMMUNITY WELLBEING

AGED WELLBEING

WORKPLACE WELLNESS

LAUGHTER YOGA TRAINING

heatherjoy@thehappydemic.com.aue: w:

At The Happydemic, we’re passionate about  promoting wellbe-
ing in the workplace, community and aged care environments. 

We can provide a tailored online and in-person wellbeing 
session for your business or group, using laughter yoga and 

techniques developed out of science of happiness research, to 
help your people destress and feel connected.

THE State Government is taking 
steps to enhance the nursing 
workforce in Queensland by 
offering an additional 3,500 
Diploma of Nursing placements 
for free in 2024. The fee-free 
program, known as Fee Free TAFE, 
will be available through TAFE 
Queensland, CQUniversity, and 
Mater Education.

To support the Fee Free TAFE 
program, the State Government 
will invest an additional $40.60 
million on top of the existing 
investment of $46.9 million in 
the Diploma of Nursing. This will 
amount to a $87.5 million boost to 
the program, enabling students to 
save up to $24,000. 

Moreover, the Queensland 
and Australian governments have 
formed a National Skills Partner-
ship, which will provide 43,400 
free TAFE places across the state 
over three years, backed by a $170 
million investment.

Queensland Premier and Minis-
ter for the Olympic and Paralym-
pic Games, Annastacia Palaszczuk, 
expressed her satisfaction with 
the continuation of the Fee Free 
TAFE initiative in partnership with 
the Federal Government. 

“As Queensland continues to 
grow, it is important we have a 
job-ready frontline health service 
to meet the needs of the future,” 
she said. 

“That’s why our government 
is investing an additional $87.5 
million to give future health 
heroes access to the skills and 
training they need, without the 
cost barrier.

“I heard from students in 
Townsville that this program 
meant they could follow their 
dream of becoming a nurse when 
they otherwise couldn’t afford to 
do so. That is why we do this.

“Growing our next generation 
of healthcare workers is just the 
start as we chart a long-term 
blueprint on recruiting, retaining 
and building Queensland’s health 
workforce.

“And vocational education has 
a big role to play in that work.”  

Minister for Employment and 
Small Business and Minister for 
Training and Skills Develop-
ment, Di Farmer, highlighted the 
significance of this investment in 
nursing education for Queens-
landers. 

“We are making it easier for 
Queenslanders to jump on the 
frontline of the health industry. 
Cutting study costs has proven to 
be a great career kick-starter,” Ms 
Farmer said. 

“The Diploma of Nursing is 
always one of the most pop-
ular courses in the vocational 
education and training sector and 
the Queensland Government 
is committed to making up to 
3,500 study-free places available 
in 2024.

“Our Good people. Good Jobs: 
Queensland Workforce Strategy 
2022-2032 positions us to seize 
the job opportunities available 
now and into the next decade 
and the health sector is always a 
priority.”

Minister for Health, Mental 
Health and Ambulance Services 
and Minister for Women, Shannon 
Fentiman, stressed the critical role 
of nurses in the health system. 

“A Diploma of Nursing offers 
the nurses of tomorrow hands-
on, industry-relevant training in-
cluding placement in a healthcare 
setting,” Ms Fentiman said. 

“If you want work that is mean-
ingful, fulfilling, well-paying and 
secure, then choose health, and 
when you complete your studies, 
we will have a job for you.”

FEE FREE TAFE

THE Australian Government 
has announced a commit-
ment of $32.75 million in in-
frastructure funding for the 
Youngs Crossing Road and 
Bridge project at Lawnton.

 The project aims to en-
hance the existing road and 
construct a new bridge over 
the North Pine River to offer 
greater flood protection, en-
hanced safety, and increased 
road capacity. 

Mayor Flannery thanked the 
Federal Government for their 
support and said the funding 
heralded a new and positive 
period of growth for the re-
gion. 

“The Youngs Crossing Road 
transport corridor is national-
ly significant and a critical link 
in the Queensland road net-
work, being one of only four 
road crossings of the North 
Pine River connecting City of 
Moreton Bay, Sunshine Coast 
and beyond to Brisbane and 
the Australia Trade Coast,” he 
said. 

“It is currently used by ap-
proximately 20,000 vehicles 
every day, with traffic is fore-
cast to increase to 27,500 ve-
hicles by 2036.

“During heavy rains and 
flooding, transport is pushed 
onto the Bruce Highway or 
Old Gympie Road which are 
already crippled by massive 

congestion and causing daily 
delays for residents and busi-
nesses across the southeast.” 

In addition to the Youngs 
Crossing Road and Bridge 
project, other projects across 
the City of Moreton Bay also 
receiving funding include the 
Klingner Road - Boardman 
Road intersection upgrade at 
Kippa-Ring.

Mayor Flannery said the 
funding announcements were 
good for the community 
and more broadly, southeast 
Queensland. 

“The best partnerships are 
collaborative and this project 
has been one all levels of gov-
ernment have worked on to-
gether for years now,” he said. 

“I am just so pleased to see 
crucial road connections have 
been given funding and that 
party politics has been put 
to the side for the benefit of 
community.”

Design work for the con-
struction of the Youngs Cross-
ing Road and Bridge project 
has been finalised and re-
sources allocated, with work 
now set to begin on the ten-
der process. 

In addition to the Federal 
Government’s commitment 
of $32.75 million, the project 
has also received $15 million 
from the State Government, 
with the Council itself provid-
ing $32.25 million in funding.

YOUNG CROSSING ROAD TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 
RECEIVES $32.75 MILLION FUNDING BOOST

QUEENSLAND'S Class of 
2023 is on track for a prosper-
ous future, as a recent survey 
revealed over 90 per cent of 
the previous year's Year 12 
completers had successfully 
transitioned into education, 
training, or employment. 

rhis marks the highest 
post-school engagement rate 
for state school leavers since 
2008.

The annual Next Steps 
survey for 2023 showed that 
91 per cent of students who 
completed their Year 12 studies 

in 2022 became involved in 
further education, training, or 
employment six months after 
graduation. 

The survey data also 
revealed that 60 per cent of 
the respondents preferred to 
pursue education or training, 
while 31 per cent secured 
employment immediately after 
their Year 12 completion. A 
bachelor’s degree remains the 
most popular option among 
school leavers, with around 40 
per cent of students opting for 
tertiary education.

In 2023, 80 per cent of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Is-

BRIGHT OUTLOOK 
FOR CLASS OF 2023

lander Year 12 completers were 
engaged in education, training, 
or employment, marking a 
three per cent increase from 
the previous year.

Education Minister Grace 
Grace expressed her satisfac-
tion with the survey results, 
stating, "It's encouraging to see 
such a high proportion of state 
school students successfully 
making the transition to path-
ways outside school. 

“This is a testament to the 
hard work of students and a 
credit to the principals, teach-
ers, support staff, and families 
involved." 

A total of around 37,000 out 
of 51,000 young individuals 
who graduated from Queens-
land state, independent, and 
Catholic schools in 2022 
participated in the Next Step 
survey. 

For more information visit 
the Next Step website at www.
qld.gov.au/year12completers

JOSHUA EAST

ELIZABETH WALSH



DECEMBER 2023NEWS16 LocalTimes.com.au

ELISABETH WALSH

Take the first step to great 
retirement living at The Sanctuary

The Sanctuary Retirement Village is a warm and inviting community, 
offering a relaxing environment thanks to its quiet street location. You will 

have everything you need for a low maintenance lifestyle at your fingertips.

The Sanctuary has a selection of independent living villas available to 
choose from with the flexibility to pay for additional services as you need 

so you can spend more time doing the things you love. 

Easy access to public transport, major shopping 
centres and health services

Cafes, restaurants, parklands and more close by 

Community activities and events

Call 13 28 36 or visit

aveo.com.au/morayfield

15-27 Adelaide Drive, Caboolture South

Villas now available from $224,500*

Book your Discovery  Tour today

*Prices provided are the listed property prices and are current as 12.10.2023. The entry payment & any other amounts 
payable if  you move in depend on any available contract option you select. You will have to pay a departure fee when you 
leave this village. Services and facilities are current as at 18.09.2023. Furnishings are for illustrative purposes only and are 
not included in the home.Authorised by L. Howarth, Liberal National Party of Queensland, 40 Hornibrook Esplanade, Clontarf QLD 4019.

Luke HOWARTH MP
Federal Member for Petrie

Have you finished school in 2023?
LUKE’S TIPS FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS

#1 STAY BUSY
It’s a challenging and exciting time. 
Whether your post school plans go 
well or are unexpected, so many 
opportunities lie ahead of you.  
 Future employers will favour school 
leavers who finish school and go 
straight to;
• Full-time work
• Study Full-time
• Help a charity
• Travel
 Take a break to celebrate your 
incredible achievement of 
completing high school, however 
avoid unexplained gaps of 3-6 
months once finishing school.

#2 EXPERIENCE
Work history will look great on a 
resume if you have held a Part-time 
job, whilst studying. 
• Work Part-time in any industry, 

whilst studying. 

#3 NETWORK
Surround yourself with the right 
people who will inspire and 
challenge you;
• Find a mentor in the industry
• Do an internship
• Volunteer in the industry
• Attend local events/workshops

Scan the QR Code for Luke’s  
FREE School Leavers Guide

Volunteers Needed - Please Call Now!
Every day a friendly smile, a chat, a nutritious meal and knowing someone will drop by to say hello,

changes the lives of many Australians 

Meals on Wheels
Moreton Bay Region
is looking for volunteers.
If you would like
to get involved,
contact your local branch.  

Morethan justa meal

Pine Rivers
Bribie Island
Burpengary
Caboolture
Samford
Woodford

07 3285 2532
07 3408 1721
07 3888 3754
07 5495 2996
0409 920 824
0455 632 571

e: info@mowmbr.org

NEW LAWS TO RESTRICT THE SALE 
OF WEAPONS TO JUVENILES 
THE Queensland Government is set to in-
troduce new legislation to restrict the sale of 
knives, certain other bladed items, and repli-
ca firearms, including gel blasters, to juveniles. 
The move comes as part of an ongoing effort 
to combat knife crime and youth offending in 
Queensland. 

Police Minister Mark Ryan said the State Gov-
ernment was committed to continually looking 
for new ways to improve community safety. 

“These laws will assist in keeping dangerous 
items out of the hands of young criminals be-
fore violent offences can occur,” Mr Ryan said. 

The proposed laws come on the heels of 
successful results since the implementation of 
Jack’s Law and aim to reduce the accessibility of 
these items to young people, deter violent of-
fences and enhance community safety.  

Jack's Law is a result of the advocacy of the 
Jack Beasley Foundation and Brett and Belinda 
Beasley. 

It was enacted after their 17-year-old son, 
Jack, was fatally stabbed on the Gold Coast in 
2019. The law allows police to use handheld 
metal detecting wands to detect weapons, de-
ter offending, and protect the community.

In the first six months of wanding operations 
under Jack's Law, police have seized a total of 
350 weapons. These operations, which use 

handheld metal detecting wands, have been 
conducted in various locations, including Safe 
Night Precincts, public transport, and transport 
hubs. 

More than 31,800 individuals have been 
scanned during these operations, resulting in 
904 people being charged with nearly 1,600 
offences, most of which are related to weapons 
and drugs.

Under the new laws, it will be an offence to 
sell knives, and certain bladed items such as 
machetes, axes, swords, and replica firearms to 
juveniles. Those attempting to use false identi-
fication to purchase these items could also face 
charges. 

Retailers will have to display signage indicat-
ing the prohibition of sales to juveniles, and se-
cure storage will be required for specific bladed 
items like machetes, axes, swords, sickles, dag-
gers, double-edged blades, and spears.

In addition to restricting sales, the laws will 
also prohibit the advertisement of these items 
in a violent manner or in a way that suggests 
they are suitable for combat. 

The legislation is based on research conduct-
ed by the Queensland Police Service (QPS), 
which considered crime statistics and similar 
legislative responses, such as the restriction on 
the sale of spray paint to juveniles.

Acting Assistant Commissioner Paul Hart 
emphasised the importance of these new laws 
in enhancing police efforts to combat knife 

crime and keep communities safe.
“It will allow officers to take action against 

those unlawfully selling weapons to young 
people, who may intend to use them to com-
mit violent offences,” he said.

“Already, thanks to Jack’s Law, police have re-
moved 350 weapons off our streets in just six 
months – many that could have been involved 
in acts of senseless violence.

“With every wanding operation we see an 
opportunity to educate on the impacts of knife 
crime and intervene in the lives of those who 
are making the poor decision to carry a weap-
on.

“The results from Jack’s Law speak for them-
selves, and with further legislation restricting 
young people’s access to weapons – we’re 
confident we can continue to enhance com-
munity safety.”

Brett Beasley, from the Jack Beasley Founda-
tion, expressed gratitude for the government's 
support in restricting weapon availability, par-
ticularly to young people.

“Belinda and I will always grieve for Jack, but 
it is very heartening to see that his legacy lives 
on,” Mr Beasley said. 

“Six months after Jack’s Law came into effect 
it’s really encouraging to see that police are us-
ing Jack’s legacy to undertake wanding opera-
tions right across the state.

“It’s clearly making a real difference in helping 
to keep communities safe.

“It’s also very gratifying to see the govern-
ment take another significant step in relation to 
restricting the availability of weapons, especial-
ly to young people.

“Our work with Jack’s foundation will contin-
ue with its focus on educating young people 
about the dangers of carrying knives and other 
weapons.

“It’s great that the government is further sup-
porting our work by making it harder for dan-
gerous weapons to fall into the wrong hands.”

Representatives from the Gel Blaster industry 
expressed their support for the restrictions on 
the sale of gel blasters to minors, believing it 
will promote community safety while allowing 
enthusiasts to continue enjoying the sport.

Various retail organisations, including the 
Shopping Centre Council of Australia, the Aus-
tralian Retailers Association, and the National 
Retail Association, applauded the proposed 
laws and expressed their willingness to work 
with the government to ensure effective im-
plementation and educate retailers and cus-
tomers.
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NEWNEW
YEARSYEARS
EVEEVE
PARTYPARTY

DJ Johnnie taking you waaayyy back 
with a mish mash of 80's & 90's beats..

all the nostalgia! NO COVER CHARGE

SUNDAY 31ST DECEMBER

TIME: 8:30pm - Sports Bar

narangbatavern.com.au
37-47 Golden Wattle Drive, Narangba QLD | 18 PLUS. Drink Responsibly

The Love Cats, playing originals & covers from
8pm till late, come down and groove with us!

�Montana, Playing a modern take on popular hits
and mash-up creations that’ll have you moving

all night long, 8pm till late.

MONTANA
� 16th DEC

THELOVE CATS
� 9th DEC

NVT
Narangba Valley Tavern

Sports Bar

Sports Bar

OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 2 MARCH

REGISTER VIA WEBSITE
THELAKESCOLLEGE.COM.AU

WHEN the home veggie patch 
produces an abundance of 
crops, consuming them all can 
be problematic. Fortunately, an 
international crop-swapping in-
itiative called, Grow Make Bake 
offers a solution. Communi-
ty-based swap groups provide 
growers and gardeners with an 
opportunity to share resourc-
es and swap excess produce 
without any money changing 
hands.

Having left behind a large 
productive garden and orchard 
for Deception Bay, Sharon Bu-
chan-Hepburn was inspired by 
the Grow Make Bake concept 
operating in Burpengary. Join-
ing forces with local permacul-
ture enthusiast and community 
gardener, Leesa Cornford, they 
established a Grow Make Bake 
group that meets monthly in 
Deception Bay. 

On the last Sunday of each 
month, locals, creatives and 
food producers gather at the 
Deception Bay Neighbourhood 
Centre to share and exchange 
homegrown, homemade and 
home-baked items. Members 
set up a swap table, browse 
other products, ask questions 
and chat before the exchange 
of goods takes place. 

“This is when the magic 
happens,” says Leesa, explain-
ing there’s lots of kindness and 
positivity, but a member may 
decline a swap if it doesn’t suit 
their needs.

Products swapped include 
fruits, pickles, fresh vegetables 
and herbs, a diverse range of 

potted plants and seedlings, 
cakes, lemongrass champagne, 
as well as hand-painted cards 
and gifts.

Although the group is pri-
marily about edible exchanges, 
Sharon and Leesa also wanted 
to offer an outlet for crafters, 
not just for people growing 
plants.

“People can bring their 
craft creations to the meet-
ings and swap,” says Sharon, 
who brought baked goods, 
preserves and fermented foods 
to the meeting. She swapped 
homemade pesto, pickled car-
rots in brine, dehydrated lemon 
slices (for adding to soda wa-
ter), and a kombucha scoby for 
cherry tomatoes, a lemon grass 
plant, a potted lemon balm and 
a tote bag.

“There’s also a share table 
where you put things you want 
to give away,” Sharon reveals. 
Last month, members helped 
themselves to complementa-
ry sweet potatoes and Black 
Sapote, a fruit with the texture 
and taste of chocolate pudding.

According to Leesa, age is no 
barrier to participation. Primary 
school children and teenagers 
have grown plants or made 
crafts and attended with their 
parents, who reported it was a 
fantastic experience.

The concept of swapping 
means, “People can enjoy 
their gardening,” says Sharon, 
“and instead of having excess 
produce, which often goes 
to waste, they can swap it for 
something they don’t already 
grow.”

In this way, the group reduc-
es food waste and minimises 
the distance food needs to 

travel from its source to the 
point of consumption, maxim-
ising its freshness and nutrient 
content.

What’s more, there’s a social 
aspect to the meetings.

“Gardeners enjoy talking to 
fellow gardeners about their 
patch and produce, and the 
swap day is a perfect venue 
for this,” Sharon says, adding 
this strengthens community 
connections, friendships and 
mental well-being.

Michael Cuckson, Commu-
nity Engagement Worker from 
the Deception Bay Neighbour-
hood Centre hosting the swap, 
agrees. 

“With no money involved, 
it is a truly giving environ-
ment,” he says. “More than 
just swapping products, it is 
about connecting with your 
local community, sharing with 
neighbours, learning from each 
other and having fun along the 
way.”

The Grow Make Bake in Bur-
pengary has been operating for 
seven years. Facilitator, Sarah 
Heath, first became involved 
“to swap homegrown items 
and to surround myself with 
supportive, creative people.”

She’s keen for swap groups 
to operate in all suburbs and 
mentors new groups to get 
started. Plus, she’s eager to 
expand the concept by col-
laborating with and including 
other community groups like 
beekeepers, quilters and more. 

“I love the concept of a 
village, a place of people with 
skills, knowledge, and expe-
rience with a willingness to 
share and swap,” she says.

SWAPPING FOOD 
GAINS POPULARITY

MARNIE BIRCH

Grow, Make and Bake – Deception Bay
Meetings: Last Sunday of the Month 

Upcoming dates: 31 Dec 2023, 28 Jan 2024
9am-10.30am

Deception Bay Neighbourhood Centre,
24 Endeavour Street, Deception Bay

New members and Volunteers welcome

TOUGHER penalties for ir-
responsible dog owners have 
been introduced to Parliament 
following feedback from thou-
sands of Queenslanders.

The proposed changes to 
dangerous dog laws include 
increased fines and jail terms 
for owners whose dogs cause 
serious harm or death to a per-
son. Under the new laws, dog 
owners could face fines of up to 
$108,000 or up to three years' 
imprisonment. 

The reforms come after a 
review of the Animal Manage-
ment (Cats & Dogs) Act 2008 
and recommendations from 
a taskforce composed of the 
Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, participating 
local governments, the Local 
Government Association of 
Queensland, and RSPCA 
Queensland. The taskforce 
received feedback from more 
than 3650 Queenslanders 
through a survey and more than 
300 written submissions during 
a 60-day consultation process.

In addition to tougher 
penalties, the revised laws also 
include a ban on restricted dog 
breeds such as Dogo Argentino, 

NEW LAWS PROVIDE 
STRICTER PENALTIES

THE Wiggles have teamed up 
with the Queensland Govern-
ment to promote the rollout of 
free kindy programs across the 
state. 

The partnership, worth 
$135,000, aims to spread the 
message to Queensland families 
that kindy is free from 1 January 
2024. 

As part of the collaboration, 
The Wiggles will embark on the 
Wiggly Big Day Out Tour in De-
cember, reaching over 33,000 
families in Cairns, Townsville, 
Mackay, and Brisbane. 

Minister for Education Grace 
Grace said many Queensland 
families would benefit from the 
initiative.  

“Free kindy is on the way for 
Queensland families in 2024 
and who better to spread the 
message than The Wiggles,” she 
said.

“It’s absolutely fantastic to 
have The Wiggles supporting 
our free kindy program during a 
tour which will reach thousands 
of people.

“At each location, there are 
tickets to give away to four 
families, with one lucky fami-
ly at each concert getting the 
chance to meet the Wiggles in 
person backstage.”

In addition to the tour, The 
Wiggles will utilise social media 

and other digital platforms to 
encourage families to search for 
and find their nearest free kindy 
program. 

The initiative aims to ensure 
all families have the necessary 
information to enrol in the pro-
gram, which will provide cost-
of-living relief of up to $4,600 
annually to Queensland families. 
It will also allow an additional 
50,000 families to access ear-
ly childhood education for 15 
hours a week, 40 weeks a year, 
in the year before starting Prep. 

Kindy is available to children 
who will turn four years old by 
30 June in the year before they 
start Prep, as well as some five-
year-olds attending govern-

ment-approved kindergartens.
Blue Wiggle Anthony Field 

said The Wiggles were proud 
to partner with the Queensland 
Government to promote the 
message about free kindy for 
families. 

“For over 30 years, The Wig-
gles have educated and enter-
tained children and their families 
through music, song and dance, 
and we hope this partnership 
is a great way to connect with 
Queenslanders and encourage 
families to enrol in kindy,” he 
said. 

To find a local, approved and 
free kindergarten, search 'Free 
Kindy Queensland' or visit www.
qld.gov.au/FreeKindy.

A WIGGLY GOOD TIME WITH FREE KINDY

Fila Brasileiro, Japanese Tosa, 
American pit bull terrier or pit 
bull terrier, and the Perro de 
Presa Canario or Presa Canario.

To support the reforms, the 
government has allocated a 
$7.574 million funding package. 
This funding will enable more 
coordinated and effective 
government action in response 
to dog attacks and support dog 
management initiatives in First 
Nations communities. 

A community education and 
awareness campaign will also 
be launched over three years 
to promote responsible dog 
ownership, prevent dog attacks, 
and reduce the risk of harm 
from such incidents.

Mark Furner, Minister for Ag-
ricultural Industry Development 
and Fisheries and Minister for 
Rural Communities, emphasised 

the government's commitment 
to community safety. 

“Queenslanders told us that 
they wanted urgent action 
to toughen our dangerous 
dog laws and the Queensland 
Government is supporting the 
community 100 per cent,” Mr 
Furner said. 

“The Animal Management 
Taskforce recommended 
meaningful changes to the Act 
and I thank the participating 
local government represent-
atives, the Local Government 
Association of Queensland and 
RSPCA Queensland for their 
vital contributions to these new 
laws.

“Importantly, almost 4000 
Queenslanders have had their 
say through the consultation 
process and I am grateful that 
these law reforms have such 
widespread support.

“There is strong support for 
individual responsibility when 
it comes to dangerous dogs 
and under our updated laws 
owners will continue to bear 
that responsibility.

“There needs to be a strong 
deterrent in place to prevent 
irresponsible behaviour that can 
put the community at risk.”

ELIZABETH WALSH

JOSHUA EAST
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BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY TOGETHER THIS CHRISTMAS DAY AT KEDRON-WAVELL. 
ENJOY A LAVISH SEAFOOD BUFFET WITH ALL YOUR FAVOURITE CHRISTMAS DISHES. 

PLUS A SPECIAL APPEARANCE FROM SANTA, GIFTS FOR UNDER 12s, ENTERTAINMENT AND MORE. 

ADULTS - $175
CHILDREN (7-12) - $60
CHILDREN (4-6) - $40

CHILDREN (0-3) - FREE

BOOK NOW BY VISITING OUR CONCIERGE 
CALLING ON: 07 3359 9122
OR ONLINE AT: bit.ly/kwxmaslunch23

BLUE PACIFIC SHOWROOM
DOORS OPEN 11AM   |   LUNCH SERVED FROM 11.30AM

MONDAY 25 DECEMBER 2023

KEDRON-WAVELL’S

LET CANDY ENTERTAIN YOU THIS NEW YEARS WITH A NIGHT FULL OF  GAMES, 
DANCING, PERFORMANCES AND A WHOLE LOT OF LAUGHTER!

BOOK ONLINE AT
BIT.LY/BOBDEC23

*TICKET PRICE EXCLUDES BOOKING FEES. 18+ ONLY. COARSE LANGAUGE ADVISED.

21 KITTYHAWK DRIVE, CHERMSIDE @KEDRON-WAVELL

BE ENTERTAINED THIS FESTIVE SEASON!

Kedron- Wavell - Local Times Full Page Ad - 260mm x 380mm - Xmas & NYE.indd   1Kedron- Wavell - Local Times Full Page Ad - 260mm x 380mm - Xmas & NYE.indd   1 14/11/2023   4:23:27 PM14/11/2023   4:23:27 PM

WHEN Kerri Raedel first started Buddy Bags in mid-2022, she 
had no idea it would grow to become what it is today. Now 15 
months on from a very humble beginning of just a few contain-
ers of items, Buddy Bags (which is operated by Raedel Support 
Group Inc.) has reached the point of needing a shed space as 
well as extra storage to continue helping kids in the com-
munity. On top of providing their usual essential hygiene and 
birthday bags, Buddy Bags has just finished putting together a 
mammoth 400 Christmas bags to help brighten what could 
otherwise be a gloomy time of year for some children.

Buddy Bags came from the idea that all children deserve love, 
no matter who they are or where they are. It came to life after 
Kerri discovered a gap for kids in the community and wanted to 
make a difference. Kerri has now been working 
with child safety offices in both Caboolture and 
Strathpine, as well as other foster care organisa-
tions, with Redcliffe Child Safety recently joining 
the Buddy Bags list. Little did Kerri know when 
she started Buddy Bags that it was going to be-
come a full-time project, not that she would have 
it any other way. 

“It all started with a table and four tubs in my 
garage,” Kerri says of Buddy Bag’s lowkey begin-
ning. “Now I’ve got a whole shed full of assorted 
tubs with clothes, toiletries, toys and so many 
other items. Plus on top of that, we have storage 
space to keep the containers with all the winter 
clothes for next year.

“We’ve grown so much in more than 12 months and the support 
from the community - I can’t explain how much it means to me.”

What makes Buddy Bags different from other organisations of a 
similar nature, is the personal nature with which they operate. 

“So the difference with Buddy Bags to other charities I believe, is 
that we don't just pre-pack generic bags. Our bags are specifically 
for that child - they're personal,” Kerri says. “They get to open it 
up and see a new toothbrush or a scrunchie and hair clips, or for 
some young boys a new wallet or a hat. It's a personal service for 
these children and I think that's the key because they receive a 
reminder that they are loved. 

“Hand on heart, while I'm president, the group is going to stay 
personal, it's going to stay connected to the community so that 

people understand their hard-earned money and their time is 
getting delivered to the local children. We might be a little charity, 
but it’s a big organisation.” 

So, where did the idea to put together 400 Christmas bags 
come from? 

“We had a discussion with Strathpine Child Safety, who we 
supply essential and birthday bags for and discovered they didn’t 
have anyone to facilitate a Christmas present project for the foster 
children through their office,” Kerri says. “So I chatted to my Buddy 
Bags team and we decided we could work together and make the 
project happen. So I committed to it, because how could you not? 
It’s kids and it’s for Christmas.” 

With 400 children to create a wonderful Christmas for, the pro-
ject would require two presents per child and of course, it would 
all go into a bag.

“For me, I want it to be a personal thing for the recipient and I 

want to make it special, so of course, I wanted to have bags that 
we could put the presents in because we are Buddy Bags,” Kerri 
says. “If we give a birthday bag or a hygiene pack, there’s always a 
bag. Because we are providing items for kids that don’t always stay 
in one place, it’s nice for them to have a bag to put things in. 

“With our Christmas project, we have 400 Christmas bags that 
have been made by people in the community and the baubles are 
being sewn onto them as well. On top of that, another lady made 
400 Christmas tags to put on each bag and we’ve also had 400 
Christmas cards made to go into each bag. I was fortunate enough 
to be able to negotiate with Child Safety and we have the first 
name of each child to make it even more personal.” 

With a wish list provided by Child Safety, members of the 

community had the fun job of going shopping for presents (800 in 
total!) ahead of the delivery date of 1 December. 

“It’s a big job and it’s 800 presents, all wrapped too,” Kerri says 
ahead of the 1 December deadline. “But it will all come together 
and we get to make a difference at Christmas time for some of 
these kids who may not be having the best time in their life.” 

As much as she is the brainchild of the group, Kerri knows 
none of it would be possible without the support of the amazing 
volunteers who help collect donations and pack bags or even the 
community who donate money or items.

“I have a great team of volunteers who do so much to make sure 
these bags get out there,” she says. “But also the community out 
there, so many people want to help and they drop items into our 
drop-off points. I get phone calls, messages, emails and I do my 
best to stay connected with everyone and thank them when I can.

“Our Facebook page is where I communicate as much as possi-
ble and share videos of what we put together. 

“So this whole venture has just exploded and I 
don't know what next year holds, but everyone's 
telling me it's going to get bigger and bigger and 
bigger.” 

Knowing the impact she is having on such 
young lives, how does Kerri feel about being able 
to help so many children?

“I feel lucky that I could do it and I feel really 
lucky because I couldn't have done it on my own,” 
she says. “But I also feel happy because we're 
making a small difference and that's how change 
happens. So it’s all happening in small steps. 

“So, I'm happy, I'm lucky and very humble. It 
keeps you humble when people donate things to 

you because you know they cost money, or they sew a bag be-
cause that is hours of time. I’m humbled by all of it and happy that 
we can fill a request when one comes through. We have never not 
filled a bag, so in the whole time of Buddy Bags we have always 
got the bags out.

“It’s 52 weeks a year and it’s on-call too, because these kids still 
need the help no matter what.”

To find out more about Buddy Bags, you can follow their Face-
book page or send an email to raedelsg@gmail.com

"So the difference with Buddy Bags 
to other charities I believe, is that 
we don't just pre-pack generic bags. 
Our bags are specifically for that 

child - they're personal." 

IT'S ALL IN THE BAG
SHEREE HODDINETT

Kerri Raedel with one of the Buddy Bags ready to go to a child.
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Jewellery
All Rings, Brooches, Bangles, Bracelets, Lockets, Cameos,

All Diamond Jewellery, Pocket Watches & Chains,
All Gents Jewellery, Old Gold & Broken Jewellery,

Sovereign Cases, Cut and Uncut Jemstones.

War Medals, Military Souvenirs, Swords, Bayonets,
Daggers, Muzzle Loaders, Flintocks.

Vintage Toys, Coins, Bank Notes, Clocks, Gramophones, Postcards,
Cigarette Cards, Old Starwars Memorabilia, Cameras & Lenses.

All Antique China, Glassware and Bronzes

Antique Furniture
Sovereigns, All Gold Coins, $200 Gold Coins

All Sterling Silver Items

Oriental and Indo Persian Antiques. All Small Antiques

JOSHUA EAST

A SUSTAINABLE AND INCLUSIVE FUTURE
A 20-YEAR vision for a healthier, 
more active, and inclusive society 
has been set out with the release 
of the Brisbane 2032 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games Legacy Strate-
gy, Elevate 2042.

The strategy, which was re-
leased last month, is supported by 
the International Olympic Com-
mittee, International Paralympic 
Committee, and Brisbane 2032 
Presidents, and focuses on sport, 
health, inclusion, connecting peo-
ple and places, and creating a bet-
ter future for the environment and 
economy.

After a year of community con-
sultation and more than 14,000 
suggestions, Elevate 2042 aims 
to make Brisbane, Queensland, 
Australia, and the Oceania region 
better through sport, with oppor-
tunities accelerated by the Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games in 2032. 
The vision is to live in an inclusive, 
sustainable, and connected society 
by 2042, with more opportunities 
available to everyone.

The strategy focuses on four 
key areas: sport, health, and in-
clusion; connecting people and 
places; a better future for the envi-
ronment; and the economy of the 
future. These areas will see legacy 
projects coming to fruition or be-
ing planned. For example, Elevate 

2042 aims to make communities 
more inclusive, active, and healthy. 
It plans to establish a Paralympic 
Centre of Excellence at the Univer-
sity of Queensland and reignite the 
volunteer network. The strategy 
also aims to create a more con-
nected public and active transport 
system, accelerate urban renewal, 
and create a diverse housing pre-
cinct at the Northshore Athlete 
Village.

The strategy also emphasis-
es the importance of respecting, 
advancing, and celebrating Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. The plan includes inte-
grating Indigenous culture into 
the planning, design, and delivery 
of the Games, embedding Indige-
nous cultures in communities, and 
planning for a First Nations Cultural 
Centre. Additionally, the strategy 
aims to advance accessibility and 
empower people with disabilities 
by ensuring they can fully partici-
pate in the community and have a 
voice in various aspects of life, in-
cluding housing, transport, educa-
tion, employment, and sport.

The Brisbane 2032 Legacy 
Strategy was developed with input 
from various stakeholders, includ-
ing the Queensland Government, 
Australian Government, Council of 
Mayors (SEQ), Brisbane City Coun-
cil, City of Gold Coast, Sunshine 
Coast Council, Australian Olympic 

Committee, Paralympics Australia, 
and the Brisbane 2032 Organising 
Committee. These partners will 
play a key role in developing the 
first Implementation Plan, which 
will drive the delivery of early lega-
cy activities up to 2029.

Premier and Minister for the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
Annastacia Palaszczuk said that 
hosting the Games was not just 
about a few weeks of spectacle 
but about providing lasting bene-
fits for communities.

“We want 2032 to be the start-
ing line – not the finish – for new 
investment, new industries, new 
opportunities, and a new golden 
era for Queensland,” she said.

“Just as South Bank has been the 
lasting legacy of Expo ’88, this re-
port details what the community 
wants the 2032 Games to achieve.”

Sport Minister and Minister 
Assisting the Premier on Olym-
pics and Paralympics Sport and 
Engagement, Stirling Hinchliffe, 
thanked the thousands who con-
tributed ideas to the Brisbane 2032 
Legacy Strategy.

“Queenslanders and Australi-
ans have a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to harness the power 
of the biggest sporting event on 
Earth for longer-term community 
change,” Mr Hinchliffe said.

“Legacy comes in many shapes, 
sizes and perspectives on making 

regions better, sooner, together 
through sport to improve lives now 
and into the future.”

Federal Minister for Aged Care 
and Minister for Sport Anika Wells 
said Brisbane 2032 provided an 
unprecedented opportunity to 
inspire the next generation of ath-
letes by hosting a variety of sports 
in Australia’s backyard.

“Our mission for the 2032 
Olympic and Paralympic Games 
is to foster greater participation in 
sport so more people across Aus-
tralia reap the preventive health, 
social inclusion, and connectivity 
benefits it provides,” Ms Wells said. 

The Brisbane 2032 Organising 
Committee President Andrew 
Liveris AO said the Games would 
deliver the biggest event in south-
east Queensland’s history and a 
moment in time to be remem-
bered, but that the legacy would 
evolve for generations to come. 

“This is our opportunity to work 
as one to ensure no one is left be-
hind and equality and inclusion 
shine through before and beyond 
2032,” Mr Liveris said.

“From inclusion to sustainability, 
First Nations peoples to economic 
prosperity, this is a strategy with 
purpose and the outcomes and 
successes will elevate the strength 
of our communities and nation like 
never before.

“My thanks to Games Delivery 

Partners for supporting the de-
velopment of the strategy to this 
starting point, and to the thou-
sands who shaped the framework 
and will continue to contribute as 
elements of the strategy are deliv-
ered over the next two decades.”

The President of the Internation-
al Olympic Committee, Thomas 
Bach, commended Brisbane 2032 
for its vision and the extent of inte-
gration of disability inclusion in the 
strategy. 

“With a vision to deliver an 
Olympic legacy that will begin al-
ready a decade before the Olym-
pic Games, and that will last long 
after, Brisbane 2032 is set to help 
address the needs of the growing 
Queensland population, and be-
yond,” Mr Bach said.

“These Olympic Games will not 
only be Games in Australia and for 
Australia, these will be Games for 
the whole Pacific region.”

International Paralympic Com-
mittee President, Andrew Parsons, 
congratulated Brisbane 2023 for 
the ambitious level of detail and 
the breadth of conversation pro-
vided by Elevate 2042. 

“We have never seen an organ-
ising committee develop a 20-year 
legacy plan before, and the extent 
of integration of disability inclusion 
in the strategy is truly unprece-
dented,” Mr Parsons said.

“We know that wherever they 

take place, the Paralympic Games 
are transformational.

“The Paralympics are a 
once-in-a-generation catalyst that 
will transform communities and 
leave important legacies across 
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia 
and Oceania.

“The Paralympics will transform 
attitudes and create law change 
that will deliver long-term benefits 
to the 4.4 million Australians with a 
disability.

“The Paralympics will transform 
urban environments and provide 
more opportunities for people 
with disabilities to access sport, 
housing, education and work, 
which in turn creates more inclu-
sive societies, and then delivers 
economic impact that everyone 
benefits from.”

The legacy strategy has also 
been met with support and excite-
ment from the Australian Olympic 
Committee, Paralympics Australia, 
and various local mayors. 

The next step will involve map-
ping out the first Implementation 
Plan, which will be developed in 
2024 in collaboration with individ-
ual regions. This plan will drive the 
delivery of early legacy activities 
and identify the priority programs, 
projects, partnerships, and funding 
sources needed to achieve the leg-
acy goals.

CONSTRUCTION SET TO BEGIN ON STATE-OF-THE-ART PAPER RECYCLING FACILITY

THE facility, which will be one 
of Australia’s largest paper re-
cycling plants, aims to convert 
220,000 tonnes of waste paper 
and cardboard into pulp annual-
ly for export.

The project is a collabora-
tion between the Federal and 
State Governments and Bris-
bane-based national company 
AusWaste Recycling. It has re-
ceived a joint investment of $40 
million from the Federal and 
State governments through the 
Recycling Modernisation Fund, 
with industry also contributing 
$97 million to the total project 
cost.

The Australian Recycled Pulp 
and Paper Project (ARPPP) 
will process various types of 
waste, including used packag-
ing, newspapers, coffee cups, 
milk cartons, and office paper. 
These materials will be trans-
formed into value-added paper 
pulp for paper mills. The project 
is expected to support around 
195 construction jobs and 58 
ongoing jobs.

Tanya Plibersek, Minister for 
the Environment and Water, 
said the new facility would su-

percharge recycling in Queens-
land.  

“It means that paper and 
cardboard waste, like egg car-
tons and cereal boxes, can 
be sorted and processed in 
Queensland,” she said. 

“And this is just one of 24 
recycling projects that we are 
funding across Queensland. 
These projects are creating 
740 jobs and will process an 
extra 364,000 tonnes of waste. 
That’s the equivalent to over 27 
Story Bridges of waste being 
kept out of landfill every year.

“This is a win for the environ-
ment, a win for jobs and a win 
for Queensland.”

Steven Miles MP, Queensland 
Acting Premier and Minister for 
State Development, empha-
sised the importance of work-
ing with industry to boost local 
manufacturing and exports. 

“The ARPPP is waste-paper 
processing and recycling on 
a scale never before seen in 
Queensland,” Mr Miles said. 

“As Queensland continues to 
grow, we need to keep doing 
more to support industry initia-
tives to keep waste out of land-
fill and channelling it into new 
and useful products.

Queensland’s paper-recycling industry is set to undergo a major transformation with the construction of a new 
$137 million facility in South East Queensland.

“AusWaste Recycling is a 
Premier of Queensland Export 
Award-winning business and 
we’re proud to be supporting 
the company as it leads the way 
with this important recycling 
project that creates additional 
trade opportunities.

“Projects like this support the 

reduction of emissions and is a 
great example of the Queens-
land Government actively sup-
porting industries highlighted in 
our Queensland New Industry 
Development Strategy.” 

Vincent Liang, Director of 
AusWaste Recycling, com-
mented on the significance of 

the project in improving waste 
management and creating new 
jobs. 

“AusWaste Recycling is 
pleased to be part of a national 
approach to resource recovery 
that recognises the opportunity 
to use an existing global sup-
ply chain to achieve the scale 

needed to create a meaningful 
impact on how Australia man-
ages waste and recycling,” Mr 
Liang said. 

“Our core business is the ex-
port of commodities like pro-
cessed pulp from waste paper 
which are sought after in for-
eign markets.

“Instead of baling and ship-
ping waste paper we’ll be pro-
cessing and manufacturing a 
higher-value product.

“We already have well-es-
tablished relationships in Asia 
with paper mill operators who 
are seeking paper pulp and the 
ARPPP will mean we’re ideal-
ly positioned to provide it to 
them.

“We see South East Queens-
land as the ideal location for a 
new facility that can process 
waste paper supplied from 
across the state and into north-
ern New South Wales.”

Construction of the new 
facility is due to begin in mid-
2024 and is expected to be 
completed by mid-2025.

JOSHUA EAST
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D
riven by a passion to suc-
ceed both as an individu-
al and by helping others, 
Katie Boulter is certainly 

making waves as a young entrepre-
neur. Katie is the director at Rose Soi-
ree, a paint and sip lounge based in 
Bulimba and is also the founder of Like 
She Owns the Place – Networking 
with Purpose. Katie was just 21 when 
she decided to leave Rockhampton 
where she grew up and try her luck in 
the big city of Brisbane. Now 30, based 
in Kallangur and running successful 
business ventures in the heart of Bris-
bane, there’s certainly nothing holding 
this young businesswoman back from 
excelling in her chosen craft.

It was while she was working in a 
role in real estate recruitment that the 
tables turned for Katie and she decid-
ed to tackle the opportunity of seeing 
what she could achieve for herself, 
which also coincided with the Covid 
pandemic hitting our country. 

“I had just started a new role in real 
estate recruitment after being in real 
estate for six years,” Katie says. “I al-
ways thought I wanted to be a real 
estate agent and then when it came 
down to it, I realised I was going to 
make a terrible agent, I have no poker 
face and I would just give everything 
away. 

“So I went into real estate recruit-
ment and then four weeks later is 
when Covid hit for the first time. And 
of course being in a recruitment role in 
a global pandemic is pretty unhelpful. 
I say I had the best of a bad situation. 
I had a job to go back to, I was still ac-
cruing annual leave and I was on Job 
Seeker, basically just waiting for that 
day I could go back to work.”

At home, with spare time on her 
hands, Katie was busy building her so-
cial media profile and linking up with 
others via online networking. Like She 
Owns the Place came to life as a way 
of trying to connect with others in the 
world of real estate so that the con-
nections were in place when Katie was 
finally able to return to work. But it was 
when she hosted her first networking 
event aimed at women in real estate, 
that things pivoted in a different direc-
tion. 

“There was no real estate agents 
there, but it was all the small business-
es that work with real estate agents,” 
Katie says. “Then I realised that small 
business is where it’s at. These people 
are the vibe, they’re out there giving it 
a go.

“Then I hosted another event for 
Christmas for small business owners 
who didn't have a team to celebrate 
Christmas with and we all did Christ-

PAINT, SIP AND 
SPLATTER SUCCESS
Taking a leap of faith during a time when businesses were doing it tough has seen Kallangur local Katie Boulter 

come out the other side even stronger.

mas together and that was at 
a paint and sip. I encouraged 
people to bring along some-
body that supports them in 
their business, and I brought 
my friend along. I said to him 
at the time that I thought we 
should open a paint and sip 
business. It was a random 
idea and neither of us are art-
ists, but I thought it would be 
an affordable start-up option 
and was still quite a new con-
cept at the time so we had a 
chance to get into the market 
ahead of the trend.”

The rest is history and Rose 
Soiree has now been in oper-
ation for three years. Not only 
is the paint and sip doing well 
but there is now also a splat-
ter room where you can have 
even more fun with paint, bal-
loons, darts and lots of other 
creative inspiration in a room 
designed for making mess 
with your art. So, how does 
Katie feel about what she has 
achieved thus far?

“Sometimes I don't real-
ly notice, to be honest,” she 
says. “I think a lot of people 
in business probably relate, 
you just keep going. You do 
something and it's hard for a 
second and then you move 

on to the next part and you 
just keep going and going and 
going. But then you have these 
moments where you have 
stopped for a second and the 
realisation kicks in that I did 
that.

“There’s moments, for exam-
ple, when I’m sitting in my car 
and I smile because I was able 

to buy a brand new car after 
always having old unreliable 
bombs for cars. Other times 
I can go for a walk in the mid-
dle of the day or I can do other 
things I like and be more flex-
ible and live the life I actually 
enjoy. 

“Instead of just going 
through the motions and think-

ing this is why I do what I do, 
it's never really about I made all 
this money or I'm so successful, 
I think it's more when I stop and 
I'm actually enjoying what I do, 
that's when I feel this is success 
and this is what I'm doing this 
for.”

It seems the apple doesn’t 
fall far from the tree for a life 

in business for Katie. Her mum 
and nan opened a baby shop in 
Rockhampton shortly before 
Katie was born and she grew 
up with the business. 

“They found there was no 
specialty stores like that, there 
was only the big retail stores at 
the time,” Katie says. “So they 
were business partners for the 

first 19 years of my life and I 
grew up in that environment. I 
loved being able to walk down 
there after school and help out. 
I remember doing stocktake or 
when Mum and Nan were first 
building a website and it was 
a pretty new thing back then 
for businesses to have a web-
site and e-commerce and stuff 

like that. And watching them 
do everything in the moment, 
I thought this is just what they 
do because it's their business. 
But now looking back, I see the 
big impact that that had and 
the influence that it did have 
on me.”

When you are the person 
who frames the business, it’s 

SHEREE HODDINETT

hard to imagine others seeing 
you as an influence or mentor 
in their lives. But it’s a role that 
Katie grabs with both hands.

“Mentoring others is defi-
nitely something I want to go 
more into,” she says. “With my 
podcast and live events and 
other things like that, it's always 
been a matter of interviewing 
other people and touching on 
their stories, what they've done 
and their successes. But I have 
a lot of people who message 
me and ask, ‘What do you think 
about this opportunity or what 
do you think of that?’

“I’ll suggest trying different 
options and seeing what works 
best for them. It just makes me 
really excited because they're 
giving it a go and I remember 
when I was giving it a go. One 
of the sayings that I live by is ‘a 
problem shared is a problem 
halved.’ If people can come 
to me and I can tell them in 
five minutes and it saves them 
hours, that is so fulfilling to me 
because there really is enough 
room at the table for every-
one.”

To find out more about paint 
and sip sessions or the splatter 
room, visit  www.rosesoiree.
com.au.

" One of the sayings that I live by 
is a problem shared is a problem 

halved." 
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THIS Christmas, Karuna 
Hospice Services is calling on 
the Greater Brisbane North 
community to come together 
and embrace the gift of giving 
to help them continue provid-
ing free, specialised in-home 
palliative care to patients and 
their families.

Karuna CEO Tracey Porst 

highlighted the importance of 
Karuna's holistic approach to 
caring for patients and families 
during such a difficult time.

"It takes a village as the 
saying goes," Mrs Porst said. 
"Karuna has a 30-year history 
of uniquely blending nursing, 
medical, family, and spiritual 
care, which is a vital source of 
peace of mind for hundreds of 
families each year.

The Karuna team provides 

SPREAD HOPE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
ELISABETH WALSH a wide range of services to 

support patients and families in 
their own homes, helping them 
to live well and die peacefully. 
Karuna's services are accessi-
ble throughout Brisbane North 
and into Caboolture, Redcliffe, 
and Bribie Island, and are pro-
vided free of charge.

As Christmas approaches, 
Karuna is urging the commu-
nity to consider donating to 
their Christmas Appeal, which 

will enable the organisation to 
continue their vital work.

"Donating to our Christmas 
Appeal will help Karuna care 
for people living with terminal 
illnesses," Mrs Porst said. 
"Enabling someone to remain 
at home with their loved ones 
during the holiday season will 
make a world of difference this 
Christmas."

Karuna's clinical and family 
support teams will be working 

throughout the entire festive 
period to provide essential 
services to families in need. 
This includes specialised 
palliative care, working in 
collaboration with the patient's 
GP and specialist to meet their 
individual needs. The team also 
offers pain and symptom man-
agement, emotional support 
and counselling, bereavement 
support, spiritual care, as well 
as carer education and training.

To support Karuna and 
commemorate a loved one, 
individuals can donate to the 
charity and place a bauble in 
their name on Karuna's virtual 
Christmas tree. 

Donations can be made by 
visiting give.karuna.org.au/
Christmas

RESTAURATEUR Vicky (Wipa-
mas) Breuer grew up in Bang-
kok, helping her mum cook and 
prepare meals using traditional 
Thai ingredients. When she 
moved to Australia, she ob-
served that authentic Thai fla-
vours were often missing from 
restaurant menus. Her passion 
for the authentic cuisine of her 
homeland led Vicky and her sis-
ter to establish a restaurant with 
a difference: a restaurant called 
Bangkok Riceberry, in North 
Lakes.

 After arriving in Australia in 
2006 on a student visa, Vicky 
graduated in commerce and 
marketing from Macquarie Uni-
versity. She was determined to 
learn English and support her-
self while studying by working 
in Thai restaurants, at the Shera-
ton Mirage in Port Douglas with 
her husband, Pavel who works 
in hospitality management, and 
assisting VIPs at Sydney’s Star 
Casino. The years of experi-
ence paid off as Vicky excelled 

in cooking, hospitality, and cus-
tomer service.

“Who better to explain Thai 
cuisine to customers than a Thai 
person?” Vicky says. 

Seeking a more affordable 
lifestyle for her family, Vicky 
moved to North Lakes in 2020.

“You can relax on Sunday and 
go to the beach,” she says. “Peo-
ple are friendly.”

During the pandemic lock-
down, Vicky experimented 
with Thai recipes alongside 
her brother-in-law, a chef with 
a decade of experience. Her 
ultimate goal was to open a 
restaurant showcasing the tra-
ditional tastes and flavours of 
Thai cooking.  

In December 2020, her 
dream became reality. Vicky 
and her sister Chanya opened 
the doors to Bangkok Riceberry 
restaurant in North Lakes. 

“Every dish is based on the 
food we eat at home. We’ve 
created authentic Thai dishes, 
stir fry sauces, Pad Thai noodle 
sauces, and traditional curries,” 
she says, revealing that Pad See 

CREATING HAPPINESS WITH THAI FOOD
Forget flying to Bangkok to 
taste Thai Street Food. You 
can experience authentic 
Thai cuisine and hospitality 
at Bangkok Riceberry 
Restaurant in North Lakes. 

Ew, curries and chilli basil are 
the most popular dishes at the 
restaurant. Kra-pow chicken 
with fried egg and Pad See Ew 
noodles (a stir-fry rice noodle 
dish with choices of meat, sea-
food, or veggies in a dark soy 
sauce) is a dish Vicky cooks for 
her own family. 

“Every time I cook this dish, it 
reminds me of home,” she says.

Eating at Bangkok Riceberry 
is like being an invited dinner 
guest in a Thai family home. 

Customers are greeted with 
welcoming smiles, and regular 
patrons feel part of an extended 
family. 

“I want to make people hap-
py through food,” Vicky says. “I 
love talking to our customers, 
remembering them and what 
they like to eat. We want to give 
them the best customer service 
we can.”

A unique feature sets this 
restaurant apart - its namesake 
speciality of riceberry rice. 
Vicky discovered this variety of 
purple rice eight years ago on a 
trip home to Thailand. Riceber-
ry rice is a low-GI rice packed 
with antioxidants and beneficial 
nutrients such as carotenoids, 
vitamin E, zinc, omega-3 and 
folate. Renowned in Thailand 
for its health-giving properties, 
it is claimed to slow ageing and 
lower the risk of diabetes, car-
diovascular diseases, hyperten-

sion, and dementia.
“We wanted something dif-

ferent to attract customers. 
They’re delighted (the purple 
rice) tastes like white rice and 
is so good for them,” says Vicky, 
adding that she encourages 
customers to broaden their 
palette by trying more distinc-
tive Thai flavours instead of the 
meld of Thai-Australian dishes. 

“If you ask for coconut rice in 
Thailand, they won’t even know 
what that is,” states Vicky, ex-
plaining, “Not every Thai dish 
is spicy. If a dish is too spicy, the 
chilli can overpower other fla-
vours, and you won’t taste the 
sweet, salty, or sour elements.”

Passionate about staying 
true to Thai culinary traditions, 
Vicky reveals some customers 
are surprised when they eat 
traditionally prepared meals 
for the first time. According to 
Vicky, a Thai curry should never 
be thick, as it is made using co-
conut milk instead of coconut 
cream. Thai eggplant and bam-
boo shoots are the only veggies 
added.

“We match curries with 
something fresh, or rice noo-
dles, for balance. This way of 
eating is the traditional way 
Thai people eat their food,” she 
says, adding that she always 
welcomes customer feedback 
so she can correct a misunder-
standing immediately. 

Admitting the restaurant 
trade has felt the effects of 
cost-of-living pressures, Vicky 

remains optimistic the restau-
rant’s loyal customer base is 
her biggest asset. Valued staff 
members Jenny Ouiwatanap-
ong and Team Paphawi Singsai 
are highly supportive of the res-
taurant’s success.

“It’s a happy workplace,” says 
Vicky.

Aside from offering a com-
prehensive menu of authentic 
starters, sides, mains and stun-
ning fresh cakes for dessert, 
the restaurant has a commu-
nity spirit. Students are trained 
in kitchen and hospitality skills, 
and Vicky is currently devel-
oping options to serve free 
meals to people experiencing 
homelessness in conjunction 
with a regional neighbourhood 
centre. 

“This is the Thai way,” she 
tells me. 

In reflecting on her career, 
Vicky is positive that her culi-
nary journey has been a good 
role model for her children.

“Sixteen years ago, I was a 
student,” she says. “Now I own 
a restaurant.”

“I want to 
make peo-
ple happy 

through food. 
This is the 
Thai way.”

Team Phaphawi Singsai, Vicky Breuer, (owner) Jenny Ouiwatanapong 

MARNIE BIRCH

Bangkok Riceberry 
1/12 Endeavour Blvd, North 

Lakes 
P: 0452 537 899
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GABRIELLE TURNBULL
ART SO LIVELY

50 KEOGH ST, SANDGATE
(07) 3609 2001

         TheSandsSocial

MAJOR PRIZE DRAW  
SUNDAY 10 DECEMBER 2023
VISIT BIT.LY/TSSWHEELSPROMO TO LEARN MORE

VISIT TODAY!

WE’RE SERVING UP SAVINGS FOR OUR MEMBERS WITH OUR

DINNER DEALS
AVAILABLE FROM 5PM.

*Available from 5pm. T&Cs apply. Member’s price shown. Limited time only.

THU

On Thursday, kids eat FREE!
Bookings essential!

^ T&Cs apply. Children must be 12 or under. One free child meal, 
per one full-priced main meal. Not available with any other offers.

MON

TUE WED

Kids eat
FREE!^

SUN

$17* Burger
MEMBERS

UPGRADE TO A PARMI FOR $22*

$17* Classic Pizza
MEMBERS

$17* Sunday Roast
MEMBERS

$17* Schnitzel
MEMBERS

The Sands Social and Kedron-Wavell members only promotion. Terms and conditions apply. Activate entries in the 
hour prior to a draw by swiping your members card to be eligible to win. Must be present to win. Gambling can be 
harmful to some people. Only gamble what you can afford to lose. Contact Gambling Helpline on 1800 858 858 or 

visit www.gamblinghelponline.org.au for free, confidential support.

The Sands Social - Local Times Full Page Ad - 260mm x 380mm - Wheels of Fortune - Dinner Deals.indd   1The Sands Social - Local Times Full Page Ad - 260mm x 380mm - Wheels of Fortune - Dinner Deals.indd   1 14/11/2023   5:10:41 PM14/11/2023   5:10:41 PM

IT'S FACE TIME: 
Get Ready for theYoung Archies 

AS the year draws to a close, 
Art So Lively is making 
preparations for a very special 
school holiday workshop. Itt is 
a first for the art academy and 
I’m getting very excited. Let me 
explain.. 

About March 2024 is the 
time for two big portrait 
awards, the Archibald Portrait 
Prize and its counterpart for 
children, the Young Archies. 
Earlier in the year I wrote 
about this FREE national 
portrait award for children 
between five and 18 years. This 
award provides a wonderful 
opportunity for our children to 
‘throw their hats into the ring’ 
and have a go.

To become a finalist is 
extremely exciting and 
rewarding. Not only does 
the entrant’s portrait hang 
in the NSW Art Gallery with 
the grown-up’s art, and then 
tour Australia, but there are 
generous prizes for each 
finalist. Of course, there is 

an extra special prize for 
the winning portrait in each 
age bracket. There are also 
highly commended awards 
bestowed. So all in all, I 
encourage children in our area 
to start creating now to be 
ready to send away your entry 
in February 2024.

During the school holidays, 
Art So Lively is providing 
a three-day portraiture 
workshop for interested 
children between the ages 
of five and 18. One day 
will be devoted to the 5-8 
year olds. The other two 
days will be aimed at the 
older kids. The intensive 
workshop will provide time 
for children to experiment, 
play and incubate their ideas. 
The studio will provide the 
materials, dedicated space, 
specific activities and expert 
guidance to create a portrait 
worthy of entering the Young 
Archies. Now is the time to let 
people know when and where 
and how their child can get 
involved.

Times and dates: 

9:30am-12:30pm, 

Wednesday, 
10 January 2024 
for 5-8 year olds
9:30am-2:00pm, 

Thursday, 11 January
Friday, 12 January 2024 

for 9-18 year olds 

Fee: 
$70 for 5-8 year olds (one 

day)
$220 for 9-18 year olds 

(two days)

To find out more and get 
involved contact 

Gabrielle at Art So Lively 
Art Academy 
Shop 2, Cominos 

Arcade, 141 Redcliffe Pde, 
Redcliffe.

Mobile 0477 002 545

TRASH FASHION ART EXHIBITION SPOTLIGHTS BEACH POLLUTION

A TOURING exhibition that has been capturing attention with its 
message about marine life conservation is about to make waves in 
Redcliffe. 

Starting this month at the Redcliffe Museum, Beach Couture: 
A Haute Mess is a collection of wearable art made from rubbish 
collected from beaches and oceans by artivist, Marina DeBris. 

Marina said she hoped her artwork would convey a sense of 
urgency to viewers about the ever-growing problem of beach and 
ocean pollution.  

“Also, that they see the magnitude of it, realising I am just one 
person collecting in very specific locations,” she said.

“Of course, the ultimate goal is that the public acts on this by 
changing habits and/or becoming involved with local groups, 
politicians, or starts their own grassroots section.”

The exhibition features two photo series with American model 
and actress Hannah Kat Jones wearing some of Marina’s outfits, 
which tell the story of society’s addiction to plastics, particularly 
single-use plastics.

There will also be a display called ‘Artefacts from the 
Anthropocene’, offering a glimpse into what a future 
archaeological dig could reveal.

Marina has been actively collecting waste from beaches since 
1999 when she returned to the US from Bondi Beach. Most of 
the rubbish in Beach Couture: A Haute Mess was collected from 
Sydney’s eastern suburbs beaches, with some earlier works using 
rubbish from Venice and Playa Del Rey beaches in Los Angeles.

Marina said she collected rubbish daily, which had given her a 
good grasp of the specific issues surrounding ocean pollution.  

“I also am acutely aware of other environmental issues,” she said. 
“I try to make pieces using those items specifically and often try to 
merge it with other issues, usually in the title.

“Pandemania was created during COVID when I was constantly 
picking up face masks – I still am! I also noted how the single-use 
coffee cups had expanded out of control, as well as the breeding 
of dogs. The piece is made up of over 900 face masks (I have 
many, many more), coffee cup lids and even a toy stuffed dog, all 
found on the beach.”

To kick off the exhibition, Marina will give an opening floor talk 
on Saturday, 2 December from 10am to 11am. The exhibition runs 
until Sunday, 18 February.

 
Beach Couture: A Haute Mess
Saturday, 2 December – Sunday, 18 February
(Opening hours: Wed-Fri, 10am-4pm; Sat-Sun, 10am-3pm)
Redcliffe Museum
75 Anzac Avenue, Redcliffe.

ALYSSA MACKAY
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SHIATSU is a form of Japanese 
touch therapy with a history 
going back to ancient Chinese 
medicine. The word Shiatsu 
means “finger-pressing”. Shiatsu 
is a beautiful art of acupressure 
using the principles of Ki exten-
sion to bring the body back into 
balance. Working along lines or 
meridians of the body, a Shiat-
su treatment will not only relax 
you, it can support healing the 
body by alleviating pain, reliev-
ing the symptoms of numerous 
medical conditions, supporting 
a better night’s sleep and help-

ing you move with ease again.
Often Shiatsu is thought of 

as a complementary treatment 
however its effects are more 
than complementary. Shiatsu 
is a standalone treatment that 
gets to the root of the problem.

Shiatsu is a bodywork that 
follows the energetic patterns 
through the physical symptoms 
the body presents. Shiatsu is 
“listening” to the requirements 
of the client’s body and mak-
ing accommodations to feel 
into that space and move with 
your energy to facilitate natu-
ral healing within. This explains 
why someone might have a 
shoulder problem, but the leg 

is being treated. The body is 
a beautiful circuitry of not just 
muscle, blood, and fluid but also 
of energy. It is all connected. 
Mind leads body, body leads 
mind. Working or even neglect-
ing either aspect has a profound 
effect on the emotional and 
energetic aspects of self. Shiat-
su is a tool for tapping into and 
allowing you to heal all parts of 
the self.  

Appointments are available 
with Deborah. Book online via 
our website www.zen-chi.net.
au or call the clinic on 07 3482 
2549..

ASK AN EXPERT

BY DEBORAH HOWCROFT-MILES
ZEN CHI NATURAL THERAPIES 
SHIATSU PRACTITIONER

Ask us about which HICAP rebates are available

online bookings available via our website

XMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONST
$110

$110
SAVING $20

SAVING $10

60min Massage
30min Detox Spa

$150
SAVING $20

30min Massage
30min Reflexology

Escape Relax Rejuvenate

60min Facial
30min Massage

*Massages exclude HotStone, Myotheraphy and Dry Needling. Valid until 31 Dec 2023

TANYA FISHER  
 REDCLIFFE COUNSELLING

Call Tanya Fisher
on 0487 844 603
www.redcliffecounselling.au

WorkCover Approved Counsellor
Provider No: P0007280363

Do you have a WorkCover claim
and want to talk? 

Redcliffe CounsellingRedcliffe Counselling
can help you 

mentally heal and recover
so you can start living again. 

Call 0487 844 603 today
or make a WorkCover
NO FEE appointment

Redcliffe Counselling:
Your partner in mental

health recovery.

at www.redcliffecounselling.au BEING alone over the holi-
days can be difficult, but you 
do not have to be lonely. 
There are many ways to 
thrive and find joy through 
the holiday season.

Here are some sugges-
tions to move well through 
the break: 

• Stay connected. 
Reach out to people 
via phone calls, 
video chats, or social 
media.

• Treat yourself. 
Pamper yourself and 
enjoy some self-care 
time. You can cook, 
bake treats, watch 
a movie, binge a 
whole series, read or 
listen to music. Do 
what makes you feel 
content.

• Volunteer. You can 
really make a differ-
ence for others and 
find a real sense of 
purpose by helping 
others. The Breakfast 
Club Redcliffe Inc. 
and Encircle Redcliffe 
Neighbourhood 
Centre often need 
volunteers to pack 
hampers, deliver food 
and do other jobs 
during this time.

• Learn something 
new. You can use this 
time to explore your 
curiosity and expand 
your skills with an 
online course, or use 
the time to reflect 
and create a plan with 
actions and out-
comes you would like 
to achieve during the 
new year.

• Seek support. If you 
feel overwhelmed 
or need someone to 

talk to, you are not 
alone. You can reach 
out to a professional 
counsellor, like me, to 
understand the many 
feelings loneliness 
and isolation create. 

If you would like to talk 
further about being alone 
over the holidays, please 
contact me on 0487 844 
603. You can also call Life-
line on 13 11 14 as they offer 
24/7 support right through 
the break.

Being alone over the hol-
idays can be an opportunity 
to reset and enjoy your own 
company. Remember, there 
is no ‘proper’ way to spend 
the break, it is completely 
up to you!

I hope you have a safe 
holiday season and find true 
mental wellbeing during 
2024. 

CONSULT AN EXPERT
What is Shiatsu Massage?

SUPPORT FOR NEW PARENTS AND INFANTS
Queensland Health has made a 
significant investment of over 
$20 million to enhance com-
munity-based perinatal and 
infant mental health support and 
treatment. The funding will enable 
the recruitment of 20 specialised 
mental health clinicians across 
Queensland, who will provide 
essential assessment, support, 
treatment, and consultation 
services to families during the 
perinatal period.

The goal is to ensure that new 
parents and infants have easy 
access to mental health care and 
wellbeing support. 

The $20 million commitment 
also includes financial support for 
Perinatal Anxiety & Depression 
Australia (PANDA) and Peach Tree, 
two organisations dedicated to 
promoting mental health during 
the perinatal period.

Minister for Health, Mental 
Health and Ambulance Services 
and Minister for Women, Shan-
non Fentiman, emphasised the 
importance of providing support 
and early care for new parents and 
infants during the perinatal period. 

“We know that having a baby is 
an incredibly joyous time for new 
parents, but it can also be very 
stressful,” Ms Fentiman said. 

“One of the best gifts we can 
give new parents is support, and 
providing access to early care 

for parents and infants during the 
perinatal period to protect their 
mental health and wellbeing is 
invaluable.

“As suicide in the perinatal peri-
od is the leading cause of maternal 
death in the world, and in Austral-
ia, access to timely assessment, 
treatment and preventative mental 
health support is crucial.

“This further investment is part 
of our Better Care Together Plan 
and will support 20 new mental 
health clinicians that specialise in 
perinatal and infant mental health 
and provide increased investment 
to both PANDA and Peach Tree.”

With this funding, PANDA will 
be able to offer a free Intensive 
Care Coordination service to fam-
ilies in Queensland, in addition to 
the already existing free Helpline 
service. This service will provide 
ongoing counselling, consulta-
tion, and assistance in accessing 
local mental health services for 
expecting parents who are facing 
complex mental health challenges.

CEO of Perinatal Anxiety & 
Depression Australia (PANDA), 
Julie Borninkhof, said the funding 
meant PANDA could provide 
more intensive specialised care for 
vulnerable families and those ex-
periencing more complex mental 
health conditions.

“They have greater access to 
counsellors for a longer period 
and can work with other health 

care providers supporting the 
family,” Ms Borninkhof said.

“Funding also provides 
increased support to healthcare 
providers to improve practice and 
referral pathways for families.

“Everyone needs help at some 
point in their lives, and every-
one deserves compassion and 
support.”

Peach Tree will receive funding 
for a period of five years to 
conduct peer-led support groups 
for women and their families who 
are experiencing perinatal mental 
health problems. These support 
groups aim to create a safe and 
supportive environment where 
individuals can share their expe-
riences and seek guidance from 
others who have gone through 
similar situations.

Viv Kissane OAM, CEO of Peach 
Tree, emphasised the importance 
of seeking help early when it 
comes to mental health issues. 

“Thanks to Queensland 
Government funding, Peach Tree 
provides free, friendly support 
groups and parenting programs 
and helps connect parents who 
are experiencing the same thing,” 
Ms Kissane said.

"The time during pregnancy, 
birthing a baby and raising a young 
child is fraught with changes and 
experiences which are life-chang-
ing.   

“Introducing a new family 

member is an incredibly profound 
event for any family, and it is very 
common for parents to feel over-
whelmed and stressed. 

“It is also a time of life where 
experiences of mental health 
concerns such as ante or postnatal 
depression and anxiety, PTSD and 
other mental health conditions are 
very common. This is something 
no parent should feel ashamed of. 

“Peach Tree works from a 
village building approach, not only 
offering targeted mental health 
support to individuals but offering 
social connection and a place to 
belong in our Parent Wellbeing 
Centres."

The announcement of this 
funding coincided with Perina-
tal Mental Health Week (12 to 
18 November), an awareness 
campaign that seeks to increase 
community knowledge about 
mental health during the perinatal 
period. According to research, 
approximately 15 to 22 per cent 
of women experience anxiety 
and/or depression during or after 
pregnancy.

The funding is part of the broad-
er Queensland Government's 
investment of over $89 million for 
perinatal and infant mental health 
support under the Better Care To-
gether initiative. The government 
aims to improve state-funded 
mental health, alcohol, and other 
drug services until 2027.

Funding Initiative Supports Health 
and Wellbeing Services for Veterans

RECIPIENT organisations have 
been announced for the Veterans' 
Health and Wellbeing Research 
Grants Program, a one-off 
Queensland Government initiative 
aimed at supporting the health 
and wellbeing of veterans.

The program, which was 
launched in April 2023, allowed 
eligible organisations to apply for 
up to $150,000 to undertake new 
research or expand the scope 
of existing projects focused on 
improving the understanding of 
issues impacting the health and 
wellbeing of veterans.

Assistant Minister Bart Mellish 
made the announcement at a 
Queensland Ex-Service Organisa-
tions forum in Brisbane last month, 
stating that the four organisations 
selected will receive a total of 
$500,000 in funding.

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk 
expressed her support for the initi-
ative, emphasising the importance 
of ensuring veterans receive the 
necessary support and care to 
move forward with their lives. 

“For many veterans, their 
service continues to resonate 
even after entering civilian life and 
this can impact their health and 
wellbeing and affect their family 
members, partners, and friends,” 
she said.

“Our government is proud to 

provide funding for the Veterans’ 
Health and Wellbeing Research 
Grants Program to support a 
brighter future of our veterans.”

The chosen recipients include 
Griffith University, which will use 
the funding to develop alco-
hol prevention programs. The 
University of Queensland, another 
recipient, will focus on addressing 
issues of identity change and the 
loss of social connection experi-
enced by veterans. The Gallipoli 
Medical Research Foundation will 
use its funding to support health 
and wellbeing self-support initi-
atives, as well as conduct a study 
on chronic pain in female veterans. 
Lastly, the University of Southern 
Queensland will utilise the grant 
to assist veterans in transitioning 
from defence to the cyber security 
industry.

Assistant Minister Bart Mellish 
said there were many great 
organisations supporting veterans 
in many ways, and that the funding 
grants would help to address 
challenges faced by veterans.  

“The projects to be undertaken 
by the recipients of the grants 
funding emphasise the range of 
impacts which can be experienced 
by veterans,” Mr Mellish said. 

“It is important we understand 
the issues which can affect vet-
erans, so we continue to support 
ex-service personnel and their 
families today and into the future.” 

JOSHUA EAST
ELIZABETH WALSH FIGHTING THE FLU

THE $40 million commitment aims to 
boost immunisation rates and allevi-
ate pressure on hospital emergency 
departments.

 The program will cover the cost of 
providing vaccinations to all Queens-
landers above the age of six months 
and will be rolled out at the start of 
the 2024 flu season. This follows the 
success of the free programs that ran 
during the 2022 and 2023 seasons, 
which saw 912,000 Queenslanders 
receive flu vaccinations.

However, there was a significant 
drop in the uptake of influenza 
vaccines in 2023 compared to the 
previous year, with only a third of 
Queenslanders getting vaccinated. 
The new program aims to encour-
age more people to get vaccinated 
while also providing financial relief 
to families who do not qualify for 
free vaccinations under the National 
Immunisation Program (NIP).

Minister for Health, Mental Health 
and Ambulance Services Shannon 
Fentiman emphasised the importance 
of annual flu vaccinations in protect-
ing individuals and their loved ones. 

“Extending our free flu program 
into 2024 will provide Queenslanders 
with certainty and remove any finan-

cial barrier for people wanting to get 
vaccinated,” Ms Fentiman said. 

“Only a third of Queenslanders 
received annual influenza vaccina-
tions this year, and nearly all cases of 
people presenting to hospital with the 
flu had not been vaccinated, this puts 
significant pressure on our emergency 
departments.

“Making it free from the start of the 
flu season is designed to help keep 
people safe and ensure our health 
system is available for Queenslanders 
who need it most.”

Chief Health Officer Dr John Ger-
rard acknowledged the substantial 
impact of influenza on the Queens-
land community each year. 

“Influenza causes disruption in 
households, schools and workplac-
es, increased demand on our health 
services, as well as severe disease 
and death in a significant number of 
Queenslanders,” Dr Gerrard said. 

“Free flu vaccines are already pro-
vided to some vulnerable Queens-
landers under the National Immunisa-
tion Program.

“Expanding access to flu vaccines 
has the potential to break the chain 
of transmission, so I encourage every 
Queenslander to take advantage of a 
free flu vaccination.”

Queenslanders will have access to free flu vaccinations in 2024 as part of a new initiative by 
the State Government.
JOSHUA EAST
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The Bad News
 
WITH Christmas fast approaching, did you know that 
the delivery of online purchases requires more plastic 
packaging than shopping in-store? Black plastic 
packaging is unable to be recycled due to carbon 
black pigments. Bubble wrap, plastic packaging tape 
and plastic mail envelopes all contribute to landfill. 

Soft plastics jam Council's automated recycling 
sorting machines. With the cessation of REDcycle 
(soft plastic recycling program), soft plastics must be 
placed in the general refuse bin for landfill disposal. 

The Good News

You can get creative with alternative eco-friendly 
Christmas gift packaging:

• Tea towels, scarves 
• Jars or bottles 
• Cut printed fabric and trim edges with pinking 

shears to stop fraying
• Old sheet music or newspaper tied with a ribbon 

or flowers
• Reusable fabric bags
• Baskets 
• Re-use delivery boxes from online purchases
• Unwanted craft paper or brown paper bags
• Pages from an old Atlas or large book
• Giftwrap made from sugar cane waste
• Leave large items unwrapped and tie with a 

ribbon or bow 
• Re-think excess online purchases - are the 

products obtainable locally?
• 
Alternative Gift Ties

• Jute, string, wool, twine or old crochet or 
embroidery thread and craft ribbon

• Fresh and dried flowers, a candy cane or 
Christmas ornaments 

• Washi tape instead of sticky tape 
• Folded fabric fastened with ribbon or twine or a 

hair clip
• Homemade paper tags tied to gifts, as adhesive 

sticker tags can’t be recycled
• 
Minimise Plastic

• Use fabric, string and reusable mesh bags for fruit 
and vegetable purchases 

• Take a reusable container from home for butcher 
and delicatessen purchases

• Use beeswax wraps (a great Xmas gift) to cover 
cut produce

• Go paperless and send digital Christmas 
greetings

Eco Eve
Eco-Friendly Xmas Tips

MEADE MURPHY

Christmas Tickle Up

WELL, it’s that time of the 
year to give your antique 
furniture a “tickle up” for 
Christmas. It is also summer 
and your polish can start to 
dry out and lose its colour 
and shine.

The first thing you need 
to do is identify what type 
of finish you have on your 
furniture. If your furniture is 
vintage or has been restored 
in the last forty years, it would 
more than likely have been 
finished in a lacquer. If your 
furniture is early 1900s to 
1950 and in original condi-
tion, it will be an old brown 
varnish. If your furniture is a 
genuine antique e.g. Geor-
gian 1790s to Edwardian 
1915 circa it will be a shellac 
(French polish) finish.

The second stage is - how 
dirty or waxy is the furniture? 
Do the arms of your lounge 
or old chair have a build-up of 
grime or body fat? Your old 
pieces may have spent time 

near a fireplace long before 
you purchased them. To re-
move this grime, purchase a 
litre of Digger’s Wax & Grease 
Remover, apply it to a pad 
of fine steel wool, and wash 
the grime off with the grain 
of the timber until the grime 
is removed. Use a rag to 
remove any excess remover 
and grime.  

The third stage is to put 
some moisture back into the 
furniture polish. You will need 
to purchase one litre of meth-
ylated spirits, one litre of pale 
boiled linseed oil and one 
litre of gum turpentine. Place 
150ml of each into a 500ml 
spray bottle. Shake to mix 
up and spray onto a pad of 
fine steel wool and apply to 
polish with the grain. Do not 
rub too hard as you only have 
to put moisture back into 
the polish. Shake each time 
before spraying as the ingre-
dients separate quickly. Leave 
the mixture on for twenty 

minutes before removing the 
excess that hasn’t soaked in 
with a dry rag.  

The fourth and final step 
is to seal with an application 
of wax. The best wax on the 
Australian market is Gilly 
Dark Restoring Wax. Apply 
this also to a pad of fine steel 
wool and apply to the furni-
ture with the grain. Fill any 
nail holes, small cracks and 
chips with wax filling sticks – 
leave for two hours to harden 
before buffing off with a rag. 
This fourth stage of rejuve-
nation works very well for 
shellac and varnish finishes. 
For highly lacquered finishes, 
such as a piano finish, use 
orange oil and apply with a 
soft cloth. You can purchase 
all these ingredients at your 
local hardware store, such 
as Bunnings. We used to 
import these products from 
overseas.  

My son and I have been 
doing our yearly mainte-

nance for all the rich and 
famous around the Clayfield, 
Ascot and Hamilton areas. 
Check out the Victorian 
figured walnut grand piano 
(pictured) that I “tickled up” 
last week. I fully restored 
this iconic piano thirty years 
ago before it was used for 
The Thorn Birds mini-se-
ries.  We have also done 
the maintenance on the Sir 
Edmund Hornibrook House 
in Lancaster Road, Ascot. 
We fully restored this old 
Queenslander in 2010 and 
did all the maintenance of 
the polished doors, windows 
and fireplaces. Have a look 
at the magnificent leadlight 
windows of this iconic house 
(pictured). 

The other bonus about do-
ing a “tickle up” at this time of 
year – your house will smell 
amazing for Christmas.

Queensland Ballet has 
received a $750,000 
investment from the State 
Government to offer 
clinically designed dance 
programs for vulnerable 
Queenslanders. The funding 
was announced at the open-
ing of Queensland Ballet's 
Van Norton Li Community 
Health Institute last month.
.The programs are spe-

cifically designed for key 
groups in the community, 
including individuals with 
Parkinson's disease, brain 
injuries, arthritis, mobility 
issues, neurological and 
mental health conditions, 
and orthopaedic rehabilita-
tion patients. These pro-
grams will provide rehabili-
tation, mobility, and strength 
classes aimed at improving 
the health and wellbeing of 
participants.

Minister for Health, Mental 
Health, and Ambulance 
Services, Shannon Fentiman, 
expressed her excitement 
about the partnership.

“We know that dance and 
rehabilitation programs offer 
a range of health benefits 
including improved strength, 

mobility, and balance, as well 
as opportunities for social 
connection,” Ms Fentiman 
said. 

“The $750,000 invest-
ment will deliver tailored 
programs to people with 
conditions like Parkinson’s 
disease, arthritis, and mo-
bility issues to support their 
health and wellbeing.

“Our government’s 
commitment to providing 
Queenslanders with world-
class healthcare is evident 
in this partnership, and I am 
confident these programs 
will have a positive impact 
on participant’s health and 
wellbeing.”

The programs have been 
developed and evaluated by 
Queensland Ballet teaching 
artists, health clinicians, and 
researchers from Griffith 
University and Queens-
land University of Tech-
nology. By incorporating 
research-based methods, 
the dance programs aim to 
provide participants with a 
holistic approach to their 
health and wellbeing.

The programs will be 
available to key groups in 
the community, residential 

aged care facilities, and vari-
ous hospital settings until 30 
June 30 2026. The funding 
will also allow the programs 
to expand and reach indi-
viduals in both metropolitan 
and regional areas.

Queensland Ballet’s 
Artistic Director Li Cunxin 

AO said he was pleased 
the funding would help to 
improve the community’s 
health and wellbeing, using 
dance as a tool.  

“Dance has changed 
my life in so many positive 
ways,” Mr Cunxin said. 

“I applaud the Queensland 

Government and Queens-
land Health for their inno-
vation and vision to support 
our Dance Health programs, 
as part of the Van Norton Li 
Community Health Institute.

“Dance brings a range 
of health and wellbeing 
benefits, in a proactive and 

enjoyable way – you just get 
immersed in it! Everyone, 
of all ages and abilities, can 
participate.

“We can’t wait to expand 
our programs to impact 
more people’s lives across 
Queensland.” 

Queensland Ballet Takes Centre Stage with Health and Wellbeing 
Dance Programs
JOSHUA EAST
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SPORTING LIFE.

THE RIDE
OF HIS LIFE
TWO-and-a-half year-old Leo 
broke into a huge grin when he 
first met Super Ute driver Jimmy 
Vernon just before his race at 
the Gold Coast 500 (GC500) in 
October.. 

The keen motorsport fan was 
especially delighted when he was 
shown the colourful decal featur-
ing his own photographic image 
on the back of Jimmy's helmet. 

“See, you’ll be coming around 
with me for the whole race,” 
Jimmy told him after the two had 
performed some pre-race checks 
together. 

According to Leo’s mother, Jen-
nifer Hamilton, from North Lakes, 
her boy couldn’t stop smiling for 
the rest of the day. 

“He is now a definite convert to 
the Super Utes, probably for life,” 
she says.

The day at the GC500 was a 
huge day out for Leo, who has 
been either sick in hospital or 
incapacitated at home for the last 
two years, a period covering most 
of his young life.

During those two years, he has 
been forced to undergo multiple 
courses of life-saving chemother-
apy and blood transfusions with all 
the attendant side effects, not to 
forget all the painful poking, prod-
ding and testing that goes along 
with what is an extraordinary and 
major medical intervention. 

The chemotherapy was an 
absolute must for Leo, a vital treat-
ment for cancer in his liver, which 
had also spread to his lungs. 

Jennifer says the liver cancer 
showed up one day without 
warning.

“Leo made it to six months of 
age without a single sign of illness,” 
she said.

“He was a happy boy, always 

smiling and laughing, achieving all 
his life milestones as expected.” 

Jennifer has a keen eye for 
medical matters, having qualified in 
veterinary medicine and practised 
for years as a Veterinary Surgeon, 
before becoming a full-time mum.

As soon as she noticed a firm-
ness in part of Leo’s abdomen, Leo 
was off to the doctor, who sent 
him for a scan.

Jennifer vividly remembers the 
look on the radiographer’s face on 
checking the images that after-
noon. It was a forced expression, 
an attempt to cover something. 
She received a call from Leo’s GP 
within an hour, who told her that 
Leo must go to the hospital that 
same day. 

Leo immediately began chemo-
therapy and a battery of tests at the 
Queensland Children’s Hospital 
(QCH) at Southbank (formerly the 
Lady Cilento).

Jennifer’s days by Leo's bedside 
at the hospital blended into nights, 
and soon became weeks and 
months. Leo’s entire family were 
involved from the start, with 
Jennifer, Dad Marcos, and big 
brother Kai spending hundreds of 
hours at the hospital while trying to 
keep home life, school and work 
on track. It soon became a test for 
everybody, including members of 
the wider family, and friends.

Jennifer said that Leo remained 
true to himself through most of the 
unpleasant journey, laughing and 
smiling much of the time, despite 
enduring painful and energy-sap-
ping treatments and many blood 
transfusions.

Jennifer says he ended up need-
ing more than 30 blood transfu-
sions of various kinds, and she is 
so grateful that his blood type is a 
common one because blood sup-
plies for many blood types are in a 
precarious position in Queensland 

and across Australia.
The tedious chemo treatment 

gradually took effect, removing 
the growths in his lungs, and 
reducing the size of the tumour in 
his liver.

However, with the size reduced, 
doctors were now certain that the 
growth on Leo’s liver was entan-
gled in the blood supply, meaning 
it could not be removed.

Leo’s only chance was to obtain 
a liver transplant.

During the six weeks of waiting 
for a donor, the chemo was 
discontinued, a requirement for 
a successful transplant but also a 
risk for a recurrence of the cancer, 
while the wait was on. 

Leo’s cancer markers spiked 
again after the first three weeks of 
chemotherapy, so he was treated 
again with a different type of drug 
to reduce the risk of resistance. 
The liver transplant would not be 
performed if there were malignan-
cies anywhere in the body. 

Once the markers fell again 
three weeks later, he was taken 
off chemotherapy and another 
waiting period began.  

Jennifer’s mind entertained a 
torrent of awful thoughts at this 
stage. She found herself mentally 
preparing for a peaceful end of life 
for her son. Yet she was desperate 
to fight for her boy’s life at the 
same time. 

Other thoughts continued to 
intrude into Jennifer’s mind, such as 
the certain knowledge that a new 
liver for Leo meant that someone 
else’s life had been extinguished, a 
life support switched off.

Jennifer says many tears were 
shed as the weeks of uncertainty 
tested Jennifer, Marcos, Kai and the 
whole family. 

Then one Sunday afternoon, 
as the family were sitting in their 
lounge room at North Lakes 

watching a superhero movie 
together, Jennifer’s phone rang. 

“We have a liver for Leo,” the 
doctor told Jennifer. “He needs to 
come in now.”

Jennifer says she forgot to pack 
her toothbrush and other essen-
tials in her rush to take her boy to 
the hospital.

It was two o’clock in the morn-
ing when Jennifer carried Leo into 
the operating theatre, singing to 
him as she went, as she had done 
many times before for various less 
risky procedures. She carefully 
laid him on the operating table as 
he was anaesthetised in her arms.  
She tried to remain strong as she 
walked out, leaving her boy in the 
care of the liver transplant team. 

Seven hours later the phone 
rang and a doctor said, “I’ll meet 
you downstairs.”

Leo’s transplant operation had 
been a success.

Jennifer has the highest praise 
for Dr Peter Hodgkinson and the 
members of his liver transplant 
team. The team, who are on call 
24/7, “is absolutely incredible,” she 
says.

“They held our hand through 
the whole process, all our ups and 
downs. We feel so lucky they have 
been there for us.”

Jennifer says she feels emotional 
whenever she thinks about the 
family that needed to give the 
approval to donate the liver. 

“It’s heartbreaking for them. 
They’ve lost somebody, and out of 
that, our family has had a win.

“I am so grateful to them. It’s a 
debt our family can never repay.” 

Leo lives a carefree life now and 
is enjoying doing things other kids 
do, like going for a swim, some-
thing he couldn't do while the 
tubes were in. He remains on oral 
medications twice a day, but that 
will become less over time. 

He has suffered a little hearing 
loss due to chemo side effects, and 
wears two discreet hearing aids. 

Leo is unaware of how precari-
ous his health has been and is full of 
energy now, catching up on some 
of the activities he missed out on 
for two years. He loves playing 
with his collection of toy race cars 
and is ecstatic to be at home with 
his mum, dad and big brother Kai. 
He remains a big fan of Jimmy 
Vernon and the Super Utes.

Jimmy Vernon  and the colourful decal on Jimmy's helmet

Jimmy in ICU after the transplant and now

JIINDA MAGIC HAS US 
UNDER THEIR SPELL

WOMEN'S champions, Jiinda Mag-
ic, demonstrated that winners are 
grinners after taking out the senior 
women's division in the Indigenous 
Football (Soccer) tournament held in 
North Lakes in November.

“Jiinda” means sister in the lan-
guage of the Gumbaynggirr people 
from the Grafton region, also home 
to the founder of the club, Kirrily 
Philips. The team, now based in 
southeast Queensland is well-
named, with the women (over 15s) 
playing the game for each other and 
for the team. 

The Queensland-based Indig-
enous Football Tournament was 
established in 2018 and plays an im-
portant role in keeping developing 
Indigenous football stars connected 
and in touch. 

The tournament at North Lakes 
attracted teams from as far away as 
remote Western Australia, Morning-
ton Island and the Northern Territo-
ry, to showcase talented players in 
every grade, junior and senior. 

Jiinda Magic’s team manager, 
Ramone Close said “the sisters” 
were absolutely ecstatic to come 
out on top of what is the premier 
Indigenous football competition in 

Australia.
“The Jiinda Magics and every oth-

er team really look forward to this 
competition every year,” Ramone 
said. “It’s a rare chance to meet 
friends old and new, and make new 
connections in the sport.”

The champion men's team for 
2023 is the Sunshine Coast Go-
annas.

Football and AFL are both popular 
sports among First Nations girls 
aged four to 14, with only netball, 
swimming and basketball attracting 
more participants, according to the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The weekend tournament took 
place in front of around 1500 spec-
tators, including sharp-eyed talent 
scouts representing higher grades 
of football, at Kinsellas Sports Com-
plex, North Lakes. 

The event also featured various 
stalls, including a recruitment exhibit 
from the Australian Defence Forces, 
stalls manned by health department 
staff, and of course, food stalls.

The Kinsellas Sports Complex 
at Innovation Place is home to the 
North Lakes United Football Club, 
a product of the 2022 merger be-
tween the North Lakes Mustangs 
and the Lakes Football Club.

The team at the end of the game

Jiinda Magic celebrating a goal

BRUCE GIDDINGS

BRUCE GIDDINGS
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Every Saturday
Narangba Park Run Walk, jog, 
run, volunteer or spectate at 
Narangba’s 5k park run.  Details: 
FREE, 7am, Harris Ave, Narangba. 
www.parkrun.com.au/register 
or www.parkrun.com.au/
harrisavenue

New Social Group forming
If you're over 60 and looking 
for like minded people to share 
coffee, a chat and the occasional 
movie, a new social group is 
forming in the Deception Bay 
and Burpengary areas. Men and 
women welcome Details: Phone 
Marian after 1pm | 0420 444 175

3 December
The Queenslanders with 
Disability Network is supporting 
the 2023 Ted’s Wheelie 
Challenge, also known as the 
Deception Bay Mobility Scooter 
Convoy. All individuals who use 
mobility scooters and electric 
wheelchairs are invited to join the 
convoy. Meet at the Deception 
Bay PCYC at 9am for the official 
start at 10am. The convoy will 
travel along accessible paths 
on the esplanade, finishing with 
a free community barbecue. 
Details: FREE |9am to 12pm | 
Deception Bay PCYC, 100 Main 
Terrace, Deception Bay | Contact: 
Andrew Backhouse on 0409 878 
791 or email abackhouse@qdn.
org.au 

8 December
Discover the art of equine safety, 
learn the essence of horse care, 
establish trust and navigate 
various obstacles with your horse 
at Horse Riding, Horse Games 
and Horse Care. This session is 
for those aged 8 years and over 
and is recommended for people 
wishing to enhance their physical, 
social and emotional wellbeing.  
Safety helmets supplied. Details: 
$5pp |9am to 12pm | Bribie Island 
Saddle Club, 392 Bribie Island 
Road, Caboolture | Contact: 3205 
0555 or email healthyactive@
moretonbay.qld.gov.au 

10 December
Come along to Old Petrie 
Town for a free gig featuring 
professional whip-cracking 
entertainer Nathan “Whippy” 
Griggs. As a five-time Guinness 
world record holder, Nathan is 
bringing his incredible whip-
cracking show from the Northern 

Territory to Queensland. The 
event is open to everyone and 
promises a fun atmosphere 
with the option to purchase 
merchandise, grab a bite and 
support Nathan by contributing 
to his hat as it is passed around 
for donations. Details: FREE 
|10am | Old Petrie Town, 901 
Dayboro Road, Whiteside | 
Contact: 3285 5934

10 December
Are you concerned about the 
rising cost of living, extreme 
weather events (like heatwaves 
or bushfires) or climate 
change? Then, join Queensland 
Conservation Council and 
Moreton Climate Action Now 
to find out how we can tackle 
all these at the same time - be 
energy smart and build more 
climate resilient neighbourhoods. 
This free community event will 
feature leading advocates, along 
with nibbles, electric vehicle 
(EV) displays, and a hands-on 
workshop on food and water 
security. Details: FREE |10am 
| Alf Shaw Park Community 
Centre, 190 Stanley St, Strathpine 
| Contact: kanch.pathirana@
qldconservation.org.au or 
0435792348

12 December
Bring your imagination and 
artistic skills to a Christmas 
badge decoration workshop at 
the Deception Bay Library. At 
this free, all-ages, drop-in event 
attendees will draw or colour 
a picture of their choice and 
learn how to transform it into a 
unique and personalised badge. 
No bookings are necessary. The 
event is facilitated by the library 
staff. Details: FREE |9am to 
6.30pm | Deception Bay Library, 
9 Bayview Terrace, Deception 
Bay | Contact: 5433 2970 or 
email deceptionbay.library@
moretonbay.qld.gov.au 

13 December
Learn about strategies for 
readiness in the face of bushfires, 
floods, heatwaves, storms 
and cyclones at the inaugural 
Connected Communities 
‘Ready and Set to Go’ - Disaster 
Preparedness event. At this free, 
family-friendly session, disaster 
management and government 
organisations will offer invaluable 
advice and resources. There will 
also be kid’s activities, giveaways 

and refreshments. Details: FREE 
|5pm to 7pm | Bray Hall, 3 Mundin 
Street, Petrie | Contact Melissa 
Cerveny on 0404256 558 or 
email melissac@encircle.org.
au  Book: events.humantix.com/
connected-communities-ready-
and-set-to-go 

13 December
There’s a special treat for the 
kids during the school holidays 
at the North Lakes Sports Club. 
The Kids Christmas Movie 
Day will feature a screening of 
the timeless Christmas classic 
The Polar Express. Each ticket 
includes a snow cone, popcorn, 
candy cane and a coupon for free 
chicken nuggets at either the 
Banyan Restaurant or Crave Cafe. 
The event is fully supervised, 
making it perfect for kids aged 
three and above. Details: $15pp 
|9.30am to 12pm | North Lakes 
Sports Club, 36-42 Flinders 
Parade, North Lakes | Book: 
www.trybooking.com/CMEXN

15 December
Those in search of unique, 
locally-crafted gifts this holiday 
season will find an array of 
options at the Christmas 
Alleyway Night Market in North 
Lakes. This year marks the 6th 
Alleyway Night Market event 
and will feature delicious food 
trucks, an elf face-painter, live 
entertainment, and numerous 
local producers and market 
vendors. Make a small donation 
and participate in one of the 
membership promotions to win 
an exciting prize. Details: From 
$1 |5pm | North Lakes Sports 
Club, 36-42 Flinders Parade, 
North Lakes | Contact: info@
whatsonmoretonbay.com.au 

16 December - 16 March 
Experience the captivating world 
of nationally and internationally 
acclaimed local artist, Martin 
Edge, at the Pine Rivers Art 
Gallery. Through Martin’s vivid 
memories, All the best, from 
Martin Edge showcases everyday, 
whimsical and monumental 
moments from his life. This 
exhibit is a collaborative effort 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Pack a picnic blanket and jingle your way to 
one of City of Moreton Bay’s free Christmas 
carol events. From 4pm to 8pm enjoy a sleigh-
load of activities, including Christmas carols, a 
visit from Santa, kids activities, markets, food 
trucks, the return of the popular Christmas 
llamas, and a fireworks finale. Follow the 
Christmas City of Moreton Bay Facebook page 
to stay up-to-date on all event details.

LOCAL CLUB MEETINGS
Rotary Caboolture
Every Wednesday at 7pm
Bronze Room at Sports Central, 
Cnr of Beerburrum Rd & 
Hasking St, Caboolture
Ph: 0417 744 731 
www.caboolturerotary.org  

BPW Caboolture
Meets the first Friday of each 
month at 7am at Sports 
Central, Cnr of Beerburrum 
Rd & Hasking St, Caboolture. 
Ph: 0402 065 619  or email 
president@bpwcaboolture.
com.au

Mango Hill Progress 
Association
Meets the third Wednesday of 
each month at 7.30pm at the 
Mango Hill Community Centre. 
Ph: 0415 342 007 or email 
admin@mangohillprogess.org

Burpengary Camera Club
Third Thursday of each month 
at 7.15pm at KSP theatre, Cnr 
Old Bay Rd and Maitland 
Rd, Burpengary East. $5pp 
Ph: 0409 766 645 or email 
burpengarycameraclub@gmail.
com.au

Artisans' Guild
Meets the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at 1-17 Maitland 
Road, Burpengary East. Ph: 
3888 6333 or email gallery@
artisansguild.org.au

Pine Rivers VIEW Club
Meets the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month at 10.30am at 
Murrumba Downs Tavern, 232 
Dohles Rocks Rd, Murrumba 
Downs. Ph: 0417 639 800 or 
email pinerivers.view@gmail.
com

Zonta Club of Caboolture
Last Wednesday of each month 
at 6.30pm
Jacaranda Café, King Street 
Caboolture
Ph: 0407 169 682 (Pam)
New members welcome

QCWA Burpengary Green 
Wattles Branch 
Meets every Wednesday at 9am 
to 11.30am at the Burpengary 
Men’s Shed, Maitland Road, 
Burpengary East. Everyone is 
welcome to come along and 
meet new friends, learn a craft 
and enjoy a lovely morning tea. 
Phone 0409 195 163.

Phoenix Country Music Club
Meets the second Sunday of 
each month commencing 
at 11am at the Burpengary 
Community Hall, Station Rd, 
Burpengary  Young and Old alike 
are welcome and encouraged 
to get up and have a go. Phone 
0405 722 246

Probus Club of Caboolture  
Meets on the second Monday of 
each month at 9.30am at
Council Hall 21 Hayes 
Street Caboolture. Contact 
Secretary on 0418632689 or 
probuscaboolture@gmail.com. 

Burpengary Men's Shed Drop 
In Group
Meets on the first Tuesday of 
each Month from 6pm – 8pm 
at The Burpengary Men’s Shed 
1-17 Maitland Road Burpengary 
East. Contact Rodney Hansen 
on 0481 480 486.

Morayfield & District Lions 
Club Inc
Business Meetings on the 
second Wednesday of the 
Month and Dinner Meetings on 
the fourth Wednesday of the 
Month. December meetings 
may vary. Arrive 6.30 pm for 
7.00 pm start at 1 Maitland Road 
Burpengary East (third driveway 
in from corner of Maitland Rd 
& Old Bay Rd). Contact Glenda 
Riley on 0407027535

50s+ Club Kallangur
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of each month. Ph: 3204 6366

Probus Club of Pine Rivers Inc. 
Meets the 1st Thursday of each 
month , except January at 10am, 
at Pine Rivers Memorial Bowls 
Club, 1-11 Sparks Rd, Bray Park. 
Phone Secretary 32611926 of 
0401261637

Pines Garden Club
Meets on the 1st Monday of the 
month except public holidays 
and the 2nd Monday from 9am 
to 12pm at the Community 
Hall 1480 Anzac Ave Kallangur. 
Visitors most welcome.

DATE CLAIMERS    1 Heavy pole for 
tossing

  4 Visually  
appealing

  8 Podgy
11  Change
12 C American 

republic
13 Nutty pastry
14 Inscribe
17 Container
18 Past governor-

general
20 Plundered
22 Birds of the 

night
25 Had
27 Sea bird
29 Is unwell
30 Sell (coll)
32 Snubbed
35 Form of rummy
36 Withered (5-2)
37 Masticate
39 Outlet
40 Comfort
44 Arm bones
45 Consequently
46 Wax pencil
47 Au naturel
50 Archaeological 

remains
52 So be it!
54 Bat
57 Vision problem
58 Thereby (Latin) 

(4,5)
59 Over (prefix)

60 Upsets
61 Runs easily
  1 Female servant
  2 Fracture
  3 Emitted
  4 Casuarina (3-3)
  5 Channel
  6 Refresher
  7 Expression of 

disgust
  8 Reversal
  9 Wide bay
10 Ached
15 Jog
16 Cavity
19 Public display
21 Bossed around
23 Spanner
24 Cut
26 Baby’s room
28 Alcoholic drink
31 Expire
33 Explosions
34 Dispense
38 Principal
41 Killer whale
42 Mood
43 Elegant
44 Enliven
48 Green; not 

 ready
49 Rubs out
51 Precipitous
53 Excavated
55 Remove a lid
56 Pokes
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The Feature People

between Martin and Pia 
Robinson, Founder of The 
Culture Crusader, who has 
brought together a talented 
group of neurodivergent 
artists and creatives. Details: 
FREE |Tuesday - Saturday, 
10am to 4pm | Pine Rivers Art 
Gallery, 130-134 Gympie Road, 
Strathpine | Contact: 3480 3905

20 December
Join the Caboolture Library 
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1 Indian string instrument
4 Cubism painter
8 Norwegian
11 Digger
12 Freed

13 Stencil
14 Fitted with shoes
17 Castrated sheep
18 Small measurement (coll)
20 Metal; US coin
22 Poet
25 Harnessed together

27 Sign
29 Flock of larks
30 Useless plant
32 Simple wind instrument
35 University teacher
36 Mouth abscess
37 Dutch navigator, ___ Tasman

39 Carbonise
40 Spacecraft series
44 Painter of Water Lilies
45 Trend
46 Eats heartily (coll) (4,2)
47 Congeals
50 Opt for

52 Covering of certain seeds
54 Sugar in milk
57 Poor dive (coll) (5,4)
58 Children’s home
59 Fault
60 Prejudice
61 Pamphlet

1 Bed-roll (8,3)
2 Unspoken
3 Critic
4 Virile
5 Italian operatic tenor
6 Volley of gunfire
7 Globes
8 Gardener
9 Disgorge
10 Lasted
15 Centres
16 Desperate
19 Expect
21 Palaeolithic human
23 Unkeyed (music)
24 Male honey-bee
26 Chess pieces
28 Eccentric person (3,3)
31 Acclaim
33 Deal
34 Seer or prophet
38 Footwear
41 White part of oranges
42 Inferior
43 Aeroplane
44 Ghastly
48 Supplement (3,3)
49 Wet or muddy
51 Starer
53 Unfasten
55 Japanese port
56 Disclose secrets

Murrumba Christmas 
Spectacular, 2 December, John 
Oxley Reserve

Redcliffe Peninsula Christmas 
Carols, 3 December, Nathan 
Road Sports Complex

Caboolture Christmas Carols, 
9 December, Centenary Lakes 
Park

North Lakes Christmas Carols, 
10 December, Kinsellas Sports 
Complex

Pine Rivers Christmas Carols, 17 
December, Pine Rivers Park

team for Storytime in the 
gallery: Djagan Yaman, at the 
Caboolture Regional Art Gallery. 
Read alongside artworks and 
objects in the latest exhibition 
by Kabi Kabi artist, Lyndon Davis. 
Introduce your children to books 
and inspire a love of reading 
through action, rhymes and 
songs. Details: FREE |10.30pm 
to 11am | Caboolture Regional 
Art Gallery, 4 Hasking Street, 
Caboolture | Contact: 54332800

29 December
Don’t miss out on the adrenalin-
fuelled excitement of Monster 
Thrillmasters Live at Caboolture 
Showgrounds. Witness 
Australia’s most legendary 
monster trucks in action. Details: 
Child $35 Adult $45 Family 
Pass $150 |5.30pm to 7pm | 
Caboolture Showgrounds, 
Beerburrum Road, Caboolture | 
Book: www.eventbrite.com
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Puzzle 25 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

9 7 8 4 6 3 5 1 2
2 6 4 7 5 1 8 9 3
1 3 5 2 8 9 7 4 6
5 4 6 3 9 7 1 2 8
3 2 7 8 1 4 9 6 5
8 9 1 6 2 5 4 3 7
4 8 3 9 7 2 6 5 1
6 5 9 1 3 8 2 7 4
7 1 2 5 4 6 3 8 9

Puzzle 26 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.54)

7 1 3 5 2 6 8 9 4
2 4 8 9 3 1 7 6 5
5 6 9 4 8 7 2 1 3
3 2 1 6 9 8 4 5 7
4 9 5 7 1 3 6 8 2
6 8 7 2 5 4 9 3 1
1 3 2 8 7 9 5 4 6
9 7 6 3 4 5 1 2 8
8 5 4 1 6 2 3 7 9

Puzzle 27 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

9 8 1 3 2 5 7 6 4
7 4 5 6 8 9 3 2 1
6 2 3 4 1 7 5 9 8
3 1 4 7 5 6 9 8 2
8 5 6 1 9 2 4 3 7
2 9 7 8 3 4 1 5 6
4 3 2 5 7 8 6 1 9
5 7 9 2 6 1 8 4 3
1 6 8 9 4 3 2 7 5

Puzzle 28 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)

5 2 4 6 8 3 7 9 1
8 9 6 5 7 1 3 4 2
7 3 1 2 9 4 6 5 8
6 7 3 8 4 5 1 2 9
4 1 2 7 3 9 5 8 6
9 5 8 1 2 6 4 3 7
2 6 5 3 1 8 9 7 4
1 8 9 4 5 7 2 6 3
3 4 7 9 6 2 8 1 5

Puzzle 29 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.46)

5 2 6 1 7 3 8 4 9
1 9 7 5 8 4 3 2 6
8 4 3 9 2 6 5 7 1
9 8 2 7 3 5 6 1 4
7 3 1 4 6 9 2 8 5
4 6 5 2 1 8 9 3 7
6 1 4 8 9 2 7 5 3
3 7 8 6 5 1 4 9 2
2 5 9 3 4 7 1 6 8

Puzzle 30 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.49)

5 9 8 4 3 7 1 2 6
2 1 4 5 9 6 7 3 8
3 7 6 2 1 8 9 5 4
4 8 7 1 5 9 3 6 2
6 5 2 7 4 3 8 1 9
1 3 9 8 6 2 5 4 7
7 4 3 9 2 1 6 8 5
9 2 1 6 8 5 4 7 3
8 6 5 3 7 4 2 9 1

Puzzle 31 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

4 9 8 3 5 2 7 6 1
7 5 2 4 1 6 9 3 8
3 1 6 7 9 8 2 5 4
8 2 1 9 6 5 4 7 3
6 7 4 8 2 3 1 9 5
9 3 5 1 4 7 8 2 6
1 6 9 2 3 4 5 8 7
2 8 3 5 7 1 6 4 9
5 4 7 6 8 9 3 1 2

Puzzle 32 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.53)

6 1 7 5 3 8 9 2 4
3 5 4 9 6 2 1 8 7
2 8 9 7 4 1 5 6 3
9 4 6 1 7 5 8 3 2
1 3 2 8 9 6 7 4 5
8 7 5 3 2 4 6 9 1
4 2 1 6 8 7 3 5 9
5 6 3 4 1 9 2 7 8
7 9 8 2 5 3 4 1 6

Puzzle 33 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.55)

4 5 1 2 7 8 6 3 9
6 3 7 5 4 9 2 8 1
9 8 2 1 3 6 4 5 7
7 9 5 8 6 1 3 4 2
2 6 3 4 9 5 7 1 8
8 1 4 7 2 3 9 6 5
5 4 6 9 8 2 1 7 3
1 7 9 3 5 4 8 2 6
3 2 8 6 1 7 5 9 4

Puzzle 34 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.50)

5 2 1 6 9 8 3 7 4
9 4 3 5 1 7 6 2 8
6 7 8 3 4 2 1 5 9
8 6 4 7 5 3 9 1 2
2 9 5 8 6 1 4 3 7
1 3 7 4 2 9 5 8 6
7 8 9 1 3 6 2 4 5
4 1 2 9 8 5 7 6 3
3 5 6 2 7 4 8 9 1

Puzzle 35 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.51)

2 1 8 4 5 9 3 6 7
4 7 3 8 6 1 5 9 2
9 5 6 7 2 3 8 1 4
3 4 2 5 1 6 7 8 9
7 6 9 2 3 8 1 4 5
5 8 1 9 4 7 6 2 3
8 3 5 6 9 2 4 7 1
1 2 7 3 8 4 9 5 6
6 9 4 1 7 5 2 3 8

Puzzle 36 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.46)

5 8 9 7 4 2 6 3 1
3 4 1 8 6 9 7 5 2
7 6 2 3 5 1 9 4 8
8 7 4 6 1 3 5 2 9
1 2 6 9 7 5 4 8 3
9 3 5 4 2 8 1 7 6
2 9 7 5 8 6 3 1 4
4 1 3 2 9 7 8 6 5
6 5 8 1 3 4 2 9 7
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MEDIUM HARD

Puzzle 25 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.61)

2 4 8 9 1 7 6 5 3
7 9 6 5 4 3 2 8 1
1 3 5 2 6 8 7 9 4
5 6 7 4 2 9 3 1 8
4 8 1 7 3 6 9 2 5
9 2 3 1 8 5 4 6 7
3 1 2 8 9 4 5 7 6
8 7 4 6 5 2 1 3 9
6 5 9 3 7 1 8 4 2

Puzzle 26 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.69)

8 2 3 6 7 5 1 4 9
5 1 9 8 4 2 7 3 6
7 4 6 9 1 3 2 8 5
2 9 7 1 3 8 6 5 4
1 3 5 7 6 4 8 9 2
6 8 4 5 2 9 3 7 1
3 5 8 2 9 6 4 1 7
9 6 1 4 8 7 5 2 3
4 7 2 3 5 1 9 6 8

Puzzle 27 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.71)

3 7 1 5 2 9 4 6 8
9 5 4 6 8 3 1 7 2
6 2 8 7 4 1 9 3 5
5 6 9 8 3 7 2 1 4
2 8 7 9 1 4 6 5 3
1 4 3 2 6 5 7 8 9
8 9 5 4 7 6 3 2 1
4 1 6 3 5 2 8 9 7
7 3 2 1 9 8 5 4 6

Puzzle 28 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.65)

7 1 2 8 4 3 6 9 5
3 9 5 6 7 2 8 4 1
6 4 8 9 5 1 2 3 7
8 7 6 2 3 9 5 1 4
1 2 9 5 6 4 3 7 8
4 5 3 7 1 8 9 2 6
2 3 7 4 8 6 1 5 9
5 8 1 3 9 7 4 6 2
9 6 4 1 2 5 7 8 3

Puzzle 29 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.64)

8 6 9 5 3 7 1 2 4
2 3 5 9 1 4 8 7 6
4 7 1 2 8 6 3 5 9
1 4 6 7 2 8 5 9 3
9 8 2 1 5 3 4 6 7
7 5 3 4 6 9 2 1 8
3 2 4 6 7 1 9 8 5
6 1 8 3 9 5 7 4 2
5 9 7 8 4 2 6 3 1

Puzzle 30 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.72)

1 8 6 3 7 2 5 9 4
4 5 2 6 8 9 7 1 3
3 7 9 4 1 5 8 2 6
9 3 7 1 5 6 2 4 8
8 6 1 9 2 4 3 5 7
2 4 5 8 3 7 9 6 1
6 1 8 2 9 3 4 7 5
7 9 4 5 6 8 1 3 2
5 2 3 7 4 1 6 8 9

Puzzle 31 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.62)

9 8 6 4 3 7 5 2 1
5 3 2 1 6 9 8 7 4
7 1 4 2 5 8 3 9 6
2 5 1 8 7 6 4 3 9
6 9 3 5 1 4 2 8 7
4 7 8 9 2 3 1 6 5
3 4 5 6 9 2 7 1 8
8 2 9 7 4 1 6 5 3
1 6 7 3 8 5 9 4 2

Puzzle 32 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.71)

2 7 9 4 6 1 3 5 8
4 3 6 8 5 7 2 9 1
1 8 5 9 2 3 4 6 7
3 1 2 5 9 4 8 7 6
8 9 4 6 7 2 5 1 3
5 6 7 3 1 8 9 4 2
6 4 3 1 8 9 7 2 5
7 5 8 2 4 6 1 3 9
9 2 1 7 3 5 6 8 4

Puzzle 33 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.70)

2 8 5 7 9 6 3 1 4
3 1 7 8 5 4 9 6 2
9 6 4 3 2 1 8 5 7
5 4 3 9 7 8 1 2 6
7 2 8 1 6 5 4 3 9
6 9 1 2 4 3 7 8 5
4 3 2 6 1 7 5 9 8
1 7 6 5 8 9 2 4 3
8 5 9 4 3 2 6 7 1

Puzzle 34 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.66)

8 5 6 9 1 4 7 3 2
1 7 4 8 3 2 9 6 5
9 3 2 7 5 6 1 4 8
4 1 3 5 9 8 2 7 6
7 2 8 1 6 3 5 9 4
6 9 5 4 2 7 8 1 3
2 4 9 6 7 5 3 8 1
3 8 1 2 4 9 6 5 7
5 6 7 3 8 1 4 2 9

Puzzle 35 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.66)

3 4 7 5 2 1 9 8 6
8 1 9 4 3 6 2 7 5
5 6 2 8 9 7 4 1 3
6 5 3 7 4 2 1 9 8
2 8 4 1 5 9 3 6 7
9 7 1 6 8 3 5 4 2
7 9 5 2 1 8 6 3 4
4 3 6 9 7 5 8 2 1
1 2 8 3 6 4 7 5 9

Puzzle 36 (Hard, difficulty rating 0.74)

5 2 3 4 9 1 6 7 8
1 7 4 8 3 6 9 5 2
9 8 6 2 5 7 4 3 1
3 4 7 9 1 8 2 6 5
8 1 5 6 4 2 7 9 3
2 6 9 5 7 3 8 1 4
6 9 8 3 2 5 1 4 7
7 5 2 1 6 4 3 8 9
4 3 1 7 8 9 5 2 6
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THE CRYPTIC CRITIC:

AS a writer, I am often 
asked about my thoughts 
on AI programs such as 
ChatGPT and if I use them 
for generating my columns, 
books and other articles. My 
answer is always yes. I use 
these tools because that is 
precisely what they are – 
tools. 

I am not always writing, but 
when I am, I do not allow AI 
to do all the heavy lifting. Yet, 
there is a growing trend for 
writers to use AI to generate 
100% of their work and 
pass it off as their own. One 
questions the authenticity of 
their work before discovering 
AI. When writers rely on AI 
programs such as ChatGPT, 
it's like asking a parrot to 
write their article – lots of 
squawking but not much 
substance.  

AI-generated writing is 
quick, and it is easy to be 
tempted into this world where 
creativity equals CTRL+C and 
CTRL+V, especially when you 
have deadlines and are only 
paid per approved submission. 
There are definitely times 
when an AI rehash of an article 
is beneficial. But when used to 
generate most of the written 
word, AI takes over the writing 
process and the human author 
becomes a fictional character. 

There are benefits of AI in 
writing. First and foremost, AI 
can be your trusty sidekick, 
the Watson to your Sherlock. 
It can help you with spelling, 
grammar and punctuation 
faster than you can say ‘auto-
correct’ and never judges your 
typos, no matter how cringe-
worthy.

AI can generate ideas, 
provide suggestions, and 
even inspire you with brilliant 
prompts when your creativity 
decides to take a vacation 
without you. Like having a 
never-ending brainstorming 
session with an encyclopedia 
without coffee breaks, AI can 
fetch you information from 
the far reaches of the internet 
in mere seconds. It's the 
research assistant you never 
knew you needed.

The trick is not allowing 
it to become your crutch, 
cheat code, or golden ticket 
to a world of wordsmithing 
laziness, even when facing 
a blank screen and feeling 
about as creative as a rubber 
chicken. 

Using AI for writing is like 
having a GPS in your car. It's 
handy; it gets you where 

Fireworks

RICHARD LANCASTER

A Dose of Dorin
We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional 
Country across our region.  We also acknowledge 
and pay our respects to the Kabi Kabi, Jinibara 
and Turrbal Tradditional Custodians, and their 
elders past, present and emerging. 
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A LONG, dangerous summer 
appears to be on our weather 
horizon. Early bushfires in ru-
ral Queensland have destroyed 
thousands of hectares of bush 
and grassland, at least 50 dwell-
ings and a similar number of out-
buildings and sheds. Two deaths 
resulted from the fires. This does 
not include countless livestock 
and native wildlife that perished.

Bans on the use of potentially 
fire-causing equipment and open 
fires were enacted in various ju-
risdictions, but strangely no such 
ban on the use of fireworks. We 
are still merrily firing off rockets 
and other forms of fireworks 

with little consideration for the 
fire-creating potential this brief 
and expensive form of entertain-
ment brings. And now the Christ-
mas and New Year season is fast 
approaching, with fireworks fea-
turing prominently.  

In the United States, an es-
timated 20,000 fires resulted 
from the use of fireworks in 
2018. These fires caused several 
deaths and nearly 50 serious in-
juries as well as property damage 
worth over US$100 million. 

In 2018, the Northern Territo-
ry sanctioned the ignition of 370 
tonnes of fireworks so that 40 
years of self-government could 
be celebrated. The result of this 
fireworks fiasco was over 700 
emergency phone calls, some of 
which reported numerous grass 
fires causing property damage 
and 27 injuries. In New Zealand, 
the then Prime Minister Jacinta 
Ardern expressed concern in 
2018 over two major fires caused 
by firework displays.

Queensland’s Explosives Act 
1999 bans the unauthorised use 
of fireworks, with heavy penalties 

of fines of over $50,000 and six 
months imprisonment imposed 
on unlicensed users. Neverthe-
less, many pet owners and zoos 
remain unhappy about events 
which include noisy fireworks. 
Animals or birds, wild or tame, 
become petrified at the sound 
of fireworks. Some countries are 
now using silent fireworks. Ger-
many has banned individual New 
Year’s Eve fireworks displays after 
pressure from animal liberation-
ists and environmentalists and 
other European Union countries 
appear to be about to follow suit, 
as fireworks also contain poison-
ous toxins. 

The annual cost of public fire-
works displays Australia-wide is 
estimated at around $20 million. 
Sydney’s 2022/23 New Year 
celebrations were $6.5 million. 
Whilst spectacular, it was all over 
in half an hour. 

Without being a killjoy, is it not 
time to examine why we enjoy 
seeing our money going up in 
smoke and in the process, hurt-
ing our birds and animals?

The World According 
to Kate:

THE AI WRITING 
TRAP

stories are told solely by 
machines? That would be a 
world as flat as a pancake, 
and let's face it, who wants to 
live in a world without fluffy 
pancakes and syrupy tales?

In the end, the real winner is 
the reader, who gets to savour 
the diverse flavours of both AI 
and human-generated writing. 
So, let's raise our coffee mugs 
to the blend of brilliance 
and algorithms, and may 
the wordsmithing continue, 
whether it's by humans, AI, or 
a delightful combination of 
both. Cheers to the write-off 
showdown of the century!

 

K

you want to go, but if you 
let it take the wheel, you'll 
never learn how to navigate 
yourself. Writing is an art, my 
friends, and like all art forms, it 
requires practice, passion and 
personal flair. Remember, AI 
can make some major, if not 
hilarious, blunders. 

Creativity isn't a switch 
you can flick on and off. It's 
a muscle that needs regular 
exercise. If you let AI do all the 
heavy lifting, you will become 
a literary couch potato!

So think of AI as a partner 
in crime, not the mastermind 
behind your heist. Embrace 
its assistance, but don't 
forget to put in the effort 
and creativity that make 
your writing uniquely yours. 
Whereas the words generated 
from an AI program have all 
the authenticity of a plastic 
flamingo in a garden. It's your 
voice, your ideas, and your 
quirks that make your writing 
truly extraordinary. 

To drive home my point, 
below is a 100% AI-generated 
article providing its opinion 
on the same topic I have just 
discussed. Which do you 
prefer?

AI vs. Humans: The Write-
Off Showdown! By ChatGPT 
(unedited)

Ladies and gentlemen, 
step right up to the grand 
showdown of the century! 
In one corner, we have 
the tireless, algorithmic 
wordsmiths known as AI, 
and in the other corner, the 
crafty, coffee-fueled humans 
who've been churning out 
words since the invention 
of the quill. It's AI-generated 
writing versus good ol' human 
creativity, and this ain't your 
grandma's spelling bee.

Let's start with AI. These 
digital wordsmiths have been 
churning out articles, poems, 
and even romantic novels 
faster than a caffeinated 
squirrel on a double espresso. 
They never take a break, 
never need a bathroom, and 
certainly never request a day 
off. If they had a motto, it 
would be "Words on demand, 
24/7."

But hold on to your 
paperbacks, folks! AI may be a 
fast typist, but can it whip up a 
pun as delicious as grandma's 
apple pie? Can it capture 
the heart-wrenching beauty 
of unrequited love or the 
excitement of a rollercoaster 
ride like a skilled human writer 
can? I dare say, not quite.

There's a certain magic 
that human writers bring to 
the table. It's the quirks, the 
anecdotes, and the good old-
fashioned storytelling that AI 
just can't replicate. Have you 
ever tried asking an AI to tell 
you a joke? Trust me, you'd be 
better off watching paint dry 
– at least it has a drying time 
you can count on!

But, let's not get too 
sentimental about the good 
old days of typewriters and 
ink stains on our fingers. AI 
has its merits, too. It can churn 
out mountains of content 
in seconds, proofread like 
an obsessive-compulsive 
grammar nerd, and even 
mimic the writing style of 
famous authors. Imagine 
Shakespeare with a digital 
twist! Alas, "To byte or not to 
byte" just doesn't have the 
same ring to it.

Now, let's talk about 
humour – the spice of life! AI 
might give it the old college 
try, but you know what they 
say: "AI humour is like a 
robot doing the moonwalk 
– technically correct, but 
painfully robotic." Human 
humour, on the other hand, 
is a wild jungle of puns, irony, 
and dad jokes. You can't beat 
a well-timed "Why did the 
scarecrow win an award? 
Because he was outstanding 
in his field!"

Sure, AI can analyse data 
and predict trends, but can it 
write you a love letter that'll 
make your heart skip a beat? 
I doubt it. It might give you a 
generic "Roses are red, violets 
are blue" poem, but good luck 
finding an AI that can match 
the depth of human emotions 
and experiences.

In the end, it's like 
comparing apples to oranges 
– or should I say, comparing 
algorithms to allegories? Both 
AI and humans have their 
strengths and weaknesses in 
the writing game. The best 
approach, perhaps, is to let 
AI handle the data-heavy 
grunt work and let humans 
continue to sprinkle the magic 
of creativity, wit, and that all-
important human touch.

So, dear readers, the 
verdict is in: AI and humans 
are not adversaries but 
complementary partners in 
the world of writing. Think 
of it as a duet between a 
piano and a violin, creating 
harmonies that neither could 
achieve alone. After all, who 
wants a world where our 

LETTERS

FRUSTRATED RESIDENTS

THE Moreton Bay Council re-
cently voted by a majority of 
9 to 2 to approve yet another 
very large housing develop-
ment on a greenspace site in 
Morayfield.  I refer to the Pine 
Valley North development, to 
be built on land in Forest Hills 
Drive, Dillon Road and Oakey 
Flat Road.

The two Councillors 
who voted against approv-
al (Brooke Savige and Cath 
Tonks) are to be applauded for 
showing sufficient independ-
ence and strength of charac-
ter to go against the majority 
of our elected members , who 
seem to favour development 
at any price, regardless of the 
effects on the local neigh-
bourhood and those who live 
there.

This project was approved 
despite massive local oppo-
sition, which was expressed 
by a petition bearing 646 sig-
natures, almost 100 submis-
sions, and literally hundreds 
of emails and telephone mes-
sages to Councillors from res-
idents. (Although the petition 
complied with all the regula-
tions relating to petitions, it 
was described by the Council 
as ‘not properly made’). 

As Councillors stubbornly 
refuse to listen to the views 
of those who elected them, it 
is not surprising that a group 
of fifty or more Morayfield 
residents are now taking the 
Council to Court to appeal 
their decision on Pine Valley 
North.

FROM THE EDITOR

CHRISTMAS is almost 
upon us and I'm sure there 
are many people, like me, 
wondering where 2023 
went! 

Now is a good time to 
look back at all that has 
been achieved in 2023, the 
obstacles overcome, the 
triumphs, the losses and the 
things we are grateful for.

It is also a good time to 
recharge the batteries for 
whatever lays ahead in 2024. 
Take some time to rest, 
reflect and enjoy the festive 
season.

From all of the team at The 
Local Times, we would like 
to wish you a safe and merry 
Christmas and a prosperous 
2024!

Jodie

It is easy to understand the 
anger and frustration felt by 
residents against those who 
put themselves forward for 
election as our represent-
atives on the Council, and 
then once elected, ignore the 
views of those who elected 
them.

If our elected Councillors 
continue to treat local opinion 
with such arrogance,  it is in-
creasingly likely that  ‘elector 
backlash’ will show itself, not 
only in the form of more fre-
quent legal action against the 
Council, but also in some sur-
prising results in the coming 
Council elections, now only 
four months away.

Chris Evans | Morayfield

CARING FOR OUR PETS

WITH hot weather now upon 
us, I would like to remind res-
idents about the importance 
of providing animals with am-
ple water and shade.

Just like humans, animals 
can suffer from dehydration, 
heat exhaustion, and heat-
stroke when exposed to high 
temperatures without proper 
hydration and shelter. 

Water is essential for regu-
lating their body temperature 
and ensuring their overall 
health and well-being. Lack 
of shade can lead to over-
heating, sunburn, and discom-
fort for animals, negatively 
impacting their physical and 
mental state. 

As pet owners, it is our duty 
to ensure our animals have ac-
cess to clean and fresh water 

at all times and provide them 
with shaded areas to seek re-
lief from scorching heat.

Annalise | Kurwongbah

OPTUS WHINGE
 
OPTUS really dropped the 
ball with their recent phone 
and internet outage. I mean, 
come on, we pay good mon-
ey for their services, and what 
do we get in return? A big fat 
nothing! It's frustrating as hell 
when you can't even make a 
simple phone call or browse 
the internet without it drop-
ping out on you. Optus needs 
to get their act together and 
invest in better infrastruc-
ture or hire some competent 
technicians. This outage was 
a major inconvenience, and 
they need to make it right and 
compensate us for the head-
ache they caused.

Annoyed | Dakabin

NO TRAIN STATION, BUT 
THERE ARE LOLLIES

On retrieving a council 
newsletter (Division 12) from 
my mailbox recently, some 
news from my local member 
Tony Latter caught my eye.

According to Tony Latter he 
and Santa “will hit the road in 
his Cadillac” to hand out lollies 
to the little kids (and the big 
ones he says).

In the smaller print further 
down in the newsletter is 
the news that a train station 
planned for Morayfield South 
will be removed from the 
council’s plans. According to 
the council, the state govern-

ment has advised that a train 
station “is unlikely to be built 
in this location.” Instead, the 
council has decided to allow 
more houses and an environ-
mental corridor.

The five sentences print-
ed in 8 font in a newsletter, 
and announced online, are a 
grim announcement that the 
State is too impoverished, or 
not willing to place a railway 
station in Morayfield South, a 
fast growing area close to the 
new Waraba development, a 
future home to 70,000 peo-
ple. 

Instead, the council will 
be forced to keep upgrading 
the already crowded roads, 
which will carry more and 
more traffic to the existing 
train stations.

While I am pleased for my 
local councillor that he and 
Santa are handing out lollies, 
I would prefer to see him 
better explain why our rate-
payer dollars must prop up 
local road networks instead 
of planning for the near future 
when we will need another 
train station and Park n Ride.

All our councillors could 
take a leaf out of Mayor 
Flannery’s book and begin a 
campaign for better funding 
from the State and the Feder-
al governments. We deserve 
decent and well funded fu-
ture transport planning.If we 
don’t get it we will continue 
a slide towards a second rate 
area with too many people 
and too little infrastructure.

JR Hastings
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BRISBANE BAR – QUEENSLAND
LAT 27� 22’ S        LONG 153� 10’ E

Times and Heights of High and Low Waters Local Time
2023

�  Copyright Commonwealth of Australia 2022, Bureau of Meteorology
Datum of Predictions is Lowest Astronomical Tide
Times are in local standard time (Time Zone UTC +10:00)
Moon Phase Symbols Full Moon Last QuarterNew Moon First Quarter

1
FR

SEPTEMBER
Time     m
0443   0.23
1022   2.13
1630   0.19
2243   2.61

2
SA

0521   0.22
1108   2.19
1717   0.27
2323   2.46

3
SU

0557   0.25
1153   2.22
1803   0.41

4
MO

0001   2.24
0631   0.32
1239   2.20
1851   0.58

5
TU

0040   1.99
0705   0.41
1327   2.15
1945   0.76

6
WE

0122   1.74
0743   0.52
1422   2.08
2053   0.90

7
TH

0215   1.53
0830   0.63
1530   2.02
2227   0.94

8
FR

0341   1.39
0936   0.72
1648   2.02
2358   0.87

9
SA

0521   1.40
1059   0.74
1757   2.07

10
SU

0059   0.76
0630   1.50
1212   0.68
1852   2.15

11
MO

0143   0.65
0719   1.63
1308   0.59
1937   2.22

12
TU

0220   0.58
0759   1.74
1354   0.51
2015   2.28

13
WE

0253   0.53
0833   1.83
1433   0.46
2050   2.31

14
TH

0323   0.49
0906   1.91
1509   0.43
2122   2.31

15
FR

0352   0.45
0937   1.97
1545   0.42
2151   2.29

16
SA

Time     m
0419   0.42
1010   2.03
1619   0.45
2219   2.24

17
SU

0446   0.40
1045   2.07
1655   0.50
2248   2.15

18
MO

0514   0.40
1119   2.09
1731   0.58
2317   2.04

19
TU

0540   0.43
1155   2.09
1809   0.68
2348   1.90

20
WE

0608   0.47
1234   2.07
1852   0.77

21
TH

0025   1.75
0641   0.53
1320   2.04
1947   0.86

22
FR

0114   1.59
0726   0.60
1423   2.02
2107   0.90

23
SA

0230   1.47
0835   0.67
1545   2.05
2246   0.84

24
SU

0413   1.46
1006   0.67
1709   2.16

25
MO

0010   0.69
0539   1.58
1130   0.57
1818   2.31

26
TU

0113   0.52
0645   1.75
1242   0.44
1915   2.45

27
WE

0204   0.37
0741   1.93
1344   0.32
2006   2.54

28
TH

0249   0.27
0830   2.08
1439   0.25
2051   2.56

29
FR

0330   0.20
0916   2.21
1530   0.23
2133   2.50

30
SA

0408   0.18
1000   2.30
1617   0.27
2214   2.38

1
SU

OCTOBER
Time     m
0443   0.19
1044   2.36
1703   0.35
2252   2.20

2
MO

0515   0.23
1127   2.37
1748   0.48
2330   1.99

3
TU

0545   0.32
1209   2.32
1835   0.63

4
WE

0008   1.77
0616   0.43
1254   2.23
1928   0.78

5
TH

0050   1.56
0651   0.56
1344   2.12
2034   0.88

6
FR

0145   1.40
0737   0.70
1445   2.01
2203   0.91

7
SA

0319   1.32
0846   0.82
1600   1.96
2323   0.85

8
SU

0500   1.38
1021   0.85
1714   1.98

9
MO

0019   0.75
0604   1.52
1141   0.78
1811   2.05

10
TU

0101   0.65
0650   1.68
1238   0.68
1858   2.12

11
WE

0138   0.56
0729   1.82
1325   0.59
1937   2.18

12
TH

0211   0.48
0803   1.94
1407   0.52
2012   2.20

13
FR

0242   0.42
0838   2.04
1446   0.49
2045   2.20

14
SA

0312   0.37
0912   2.13
1526   0.48
2116   2.16

15
SU

0341   0.34
0946   2.20
1604   0.50
2147   2.09

16
MO

Time     m
0409   0.33
1021   2.25
1643   0.53
2219   2.00

17
TU

0438   0.34
1057   2.27
1721   0.59
2253   1.89

18
WE

0506   0.38
1134   2.26
1802   0.67
2330   1.76

19
TH

0537   0.44
1215   2.22
1850   0.74

20
FR

0013   1.63
0615   0.52
1305   2.18
1951   0.80

21
SA

0111   1.52
0707   0.61
1408   2.14
2113   0.81

22
SU

0234   1.46
0821   0.69
1525   2.15
2236   0.72

23
MO

0411   1.52
0951   0.69
1642   2.21
2345   0.59

24
TU

0529   1.69
1114   0.60
1748   2.30

25
WE

0042   0.44
0630   1.89
1226   0.50
1845   2.37

26
TH

0131   0.32
0723   2.07
1329   0.42
1935   2.38

27
FR

0215   0.24
0811   2.24
1424   0.37
2021   2.33

28
SA

0254   0.20
0856   2.36
1515   0.37
2103   2.23

29
SU

0330   0.19
0939   2.45
1604   0.40
2145   2.09

30
MO

0403   0.21
1021   2.49
1651   0.47
2224   1.94

31
TU

0434   0.26
1101   2.47
1736   0.56
2304   1.78

1
WE

NOVEMBER
Time     m
0505   0.35
1143   2.40
1823   0.66
2344   1.63

2
TH

0537   0.46
1225   2.29
1912   0.76

3
FR

0027   1.50
0613   0.59
1309   2.17
2009   0.84

4
SA

0120   1.41
0657   0.73
1400   2.06
2115   0.87

5
SU

0235   1.37
0800   0.85
1502   1.99
2221   0.84

6
MO

0408   1.42
0924   0.90
1610   1.96
2318   0.77

7
TU

0516   1.55
1047   0.87
1712   1.99

8
WE

0005   0.67
0608   1.71
1153   0.80
1802   2.03

9
TH

0045   0.57
0651   1.87
1247   0.72
1846   2.06

10
FR

0122   0.48
0730   2.02
1336   0.65
1927   2.06

11
SA

0157   0.40
0808   2.15
1421   0.60
2004   2.04

12
SU

0230   0.35
0845   2.27
1506   0.57
2041   2.00

13
MO

0303   0.31
0923   2.35
1549   0.56
2118   1.94

14
TU

0335   0.30
1001   2.41
1632   0.56
2157   1.87

15
WE

0408   0.32
1041   2.43
1717   0.59
2238   1.79

16
TH

Time     m
0443   0.36
1122   2.42
1804   0.63
2323   1.70

17
FR

0520   0.42
1208   2.39
1858   0.67

18
SA

0015   1.63
0605   0.50
1300   2.34
1959   0.69

19
SU

0117   1.57
0702   0.59
1358   2.30
2105   0.67

20
MO

0234   1.57
0814   0.66
1502   2.27
2210   0.61

21
TU

0355   1.66
0935   0.69
1609   2.25
2309   0.52

22
WE

0506   1.82
1053   0.66
1713   2.24

23
TH

0003   0.42
0608   2.01
1206   0.62
1810   2.20

24
FR

0053   0.34
0702   2.19
1313   0.58
1903   2.14

25
SA

0137   0.28
0751   2.34
1412   0.55
1952   2.05

26
SU

0217   0.26
0837   2.45
1505   0.54
2038   1.95

27
MO

0255   0.26
0920   2.52
1556   0.54
2122   1.86

28
TU

0330   0.28
1001   2.53
1643   0.57
2204   1.77

29
WE

0403   0.33
1042   2.50
1727   0.62
2245   1.69

30
TH

0437   0.40
1121   2.43
1810   0.68
2326   1.62

1
FR

DECEMBER
Time     m
0511   0.49
1200   2.34
1851   0.74

2
SA

0007   1.57
0547   0.59
1240   2.25
1932   0.78

3
SU

0051   1.53
0630   0.69
1322   2.16
2018   0.81

4
MO

0145   1.51
0722   0.80
1409   2.08
2109   0.80

5
TU

0253   1.52
0826   0.89
1502   2.01
2202   0.76

6
WE

0407   1.60
0941   0.93
1600   1.97
2254   0.69

7
TH

0514   1.73
1056   0.92
1656   1.94
2343   0.61

8
FR

0608   1.89
1203   0.87
1749   1.92

9
SA

0028   0.52
0655   2.06
1303   0.80
1838   1.90

10
SU

0110   0.45
0738   2.22
1358   0.72
1926   1.88

11
MO

0150   0.39
0820   2.35
1448   0.65
2011   1.85

12
TU

0230   0.34
0902   2.45
1537   0.60
2057   1.83

13
WE

0309   0.31
0945   2.53
1626   0.57
2144   1.81

14
TH

0349   0.31
1030   2.57
1715   0.55
2232   1.79

15
FR

0430   0.32
1115   2.58
1806   0.55
2323   1.77

16
SA

Time     m
0515   0.36
1201   2.56
1857   0.56

17
SU

0016   1.75
0604   0.43
1250   2.51
1948   0.56

18
MO

0114   1.74
0700   0.52
1341   2.44
2040   0.55

19
TU

0217   1.76
0803   0.62
1435   2.33
2132   0.53

20
WE

0327   1.83
0914   0.71
1532   2.21
2225   0.50

21
TH

0436   1.94
1030   0.77
1632   2.09
2318   0.46

22
FR

0542   2.09
1146   0.78
1734   1.97

23
SA

0011   0.42
0641   2.24
1300   0.75
1834   1.88

24
SU

0100   0.39
0734   2.37
1404   0.70
1930   1.81

25
MO

0147   0.37
0822   2.46
1500   0.65
2023   1.76

26
TU

0230   0.37
0906   2.51
1550   0.63
2111   1.74

27
WE

0309   0.38
0947   2.51
1634   0.63
2154   1.73

28
TH

0345   0.40
1026   2.49
1714   0.64
2233   1.72

29
FR

0421   0.44
1102   2.44
1749   0.68
2309   1.71

30
SA

0455   0.49
1137   2.39
1821   0.70
2345   1.71

31
SU

0530   0.55
1211   2.33
1853   0.72

BRISBANE BAR 
TIDE TIMES 
DEC 2023

The Bureau of Meteorology 
gives no warranty of any kind 
whether express, implied, 
statutory or otherwise in 
respect to the availability, 
accuracy, currency, 
completeness, quality or 
reliability of the information or 
that the information will be fit 
for any particular purpose or 
will not infringe any third party 
Intellectual Property rights.

The Bureau's liability for any 
loss, damage, cost or expense 
resulting from use of, or 
reliance on, the information is 
entirely excluded.

Copyright of the tidal 
prediction tables is vested 
in the Commonwealth of 
Australia represented by the 
National Tidal Centre, Bureau 
of Meteorology.

ADVENTURE AWAITS

Your Business Here
A�ordable Local Advertising

Call (07) 3518 0828
Email louise@localtimes.com.au www.localtimes.com.au

GONE FISHING!

SCHOOL holidays are here and it is time 
to take the kids out for a fishing adven-
ture.  On the Sunshine Coast there is 
bream, whiting and dart in the gutters all 
the way from Double Island Point to the 
mouth of the Noosa River. In the Ma-
roochydore River, there is good whiting 
on the run-out tide between the yellow 
channel marker and the green marker 
at night 100m from the Mudjimba Boat 
Ramp. 

Due to white spot, we can’t take any 
locally dug worms from Moreton Bay 
but there are plenty of surf worms you 
can pull out at Kawana Beach half tide 
out. Caloundra is still fishing well. There 
are whiting directly out the front of 
the Power Boat Club boat ramp on the 
Bribie Island side of the main channel. 
There are flathead around the logs on 

the Bribie Island side of the channel near 
the bar on the flooding tide.  If you want 
to beach your boat and walk over to the 
surf, the locals are getting dart and the 
odd trevally there. Be careful and watch 
where you wade near the bar, especially 
on the run-out tide. The Ribbon Reef 
formations off Caloundra are producing 
a few snapper, pearl perch and parrot 
fish but not of any decent size. On Bribie 
Island, there are still a few whiting at 
South Point and Skirmish Point on the 
incoming tide. Worms are the only bait 
to use.

Rock worms are starting to come 
back at Scarborough after the 2022 dam 
releases wiped them all out. The rock 
worms at Woody Point still haven’t re-
plenished after eighteen months. There 
are whiting in Hayes Inlet in front of the 
sewage pipes at the start of the run-in 
tide. There are a few bream at night on 

the banks out the front of Mullet Creek 
and out the front of the reef located off 
the Clontarf Beach boat ramp and the 
wells under the bridge.  

On the Gold Coast, there is plenty of 
whiting at Jumpinpin and on the middle 
bank on the run-in tide and Kalinga Bank 
side of the middle bank on the run-out 
tide. I bagged out with thirty whiting on 
the black moon last month. The secret 
to fishing such a powerful current is 
no.4 to 5 ball sinkers with a 1.2m trace. 
Drop down to a no.2 ball sinker when 
the tide slows down. The quality of fish 
there is good; six of my thirty bag limit 
were over 35cm. The Broadwater also 
has good fishing with bream around the 
pontoons on Sovereign Island in the 
last hour of the incoming tide but you 
will need to use a bit of burley to school 
them up. Bream are also on the rock 
walls at Wave Break and South Strad-

broke. Our members are also catching 
large whiting at the front of the council 
chambers in the Nerang River at night.

If you are going to Moreton Island 
there are dart and bream in the gutters 
between Camel Rock and Long Point, 
but you will have to use No. 5 flat sinkers 
due to the sweep created by the swell 
whipped up by NE to SE winds. There 
are still some flathead but mainly around 
the main creek at Yellow Patch.  

Your kids are never too old for a 
fishing adventure – see me pictured on 
Father’s Day with my sons Jake & Mason 
aged 34 & 32 and daughter Bethany 
aged 30. Second picture is me teaching 
Bethany how to cast.

Watch this space for the release dates 
for the 2024 Moreton Island Classic.

Stay warm and safe out on the water.

MEADE MURPHY

SAT April 13, REDCLIFFE ENT. CENTRE

Scan and 
Book Now!
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YOUR 
VENUE 
HERE!

 
PROMOTE YOUR LOCAL DINING VENUE

Affordable 84 x 92mm advertisement!
ONLY $73 PER EDITION

Call us on (07) 3518 0828

NORTH LAKES SPORTS CLUB
North Lakes’ favourite club features a modern Australian 
a-la-carte Restaurant with full table service and a range of 
freshly prepared Café meals with all your favourite treats, 
drinks & hot beverages. Banyan Restaurant: Lunch from 
11.30am | Dinner from 5.30pm. Crave Cafe: Daily from 10am

Ph: 1300 006 572
36-42 Flinders Pde, North Lakes

www.northlakessportsclub.com.au
@northlakessports

THE SANDS SOCIAL
Treat the family to a bite by the bay at The Sands Social! Enjoy 
casual classics with a tasty twist – including burgers, schnitzels, 
pastas and our signature pizzas fresh from the pizza oven.
Open 7 days a week from 10am, with dining available from 
11:30am. 

Ph 3609 2001
50 Keogh Street, Sandgate

thesandssocial.com.au

BRAVO
Hang out with your mates in Bravo, Chermside’s only brewhouse. 
Located within Kedron-Wavell, Bravo has a huge range of craft 
beers, wines, cocktails and tasty bites. 
Open 7 days a week, with dining available 11:30am – 3pm & 
5pm-9pm. 

Ph 3359 9122
21 Kittyhawk Dr, Chermside

kedron-wavell.com.au

FINANCE

FUNERALS AND WEDDINGS 

PLASTERING

LANDSCAPING

BUSINESS     DIRECTORY

Bringing family and friends together to celebrate
and honour special moments in your life!

www.rita-marielenton.com.au  •  0411 084 524

Rita-Marie Lenton – Marriage/Funeral Celebrant

admin@soulcrystalearth.com.au ● rita-marie@rita-marielenton.com.au

Lumberjack (Qld)
Pty Ltd

- TREE LOPPING - STUMP GRINDING - MULCHING -

No job too big or small!

FREE QUOTES
FULLY INSURED

  Qualified Arborists
  Tree & Palm removal
  Tree Trimming
  Stump Grinding

  Storm damage & clean up
  Electrically certified
  Residential, Commercial 

     & Government

Call 3888 3326 or 0400 595 038 www.lumberjackqld.com.au

PEST CONTROL

Performing an inspection today could save you 
thousands in the future.

Sunstate Pest Reports

sunstatepestreports@yahoo.com.au
www.sunstatepestreports.com.au
Andre Peters 0412 770 275

Call us today

1300 793 311

Pre-Purchase Building and Pest Inspections
Pre-Sale Building and Pest Inspections
Termite Control and Barriers
Pest Control
Termite Inspections
Annual Inspections
Fully Computerised Written Reports 
with Photos

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All Plumbing & Gas Works
Maintenance
Alterations
Renovations
New & Old Homes

rks

FREE Quote
Call todayMAN WANTS WORK AROUND THE HOUSE

Gardening & Weeding
Pruning Trees & Shrubs

Anything Considered
Honest & Reliable
Reasonable Rates

Ph 3285 6128

ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION!
Speak to our team today
Louise - (07) 3518 0828

or louise@localtimes.com.au

Vanessa Bragdon
0413 377 917 vanessa@vbhomeloans.com.au

vbhomeloans.com.au

Review Your Current Rate
Help You With Planning & Strategy
Show You Lender Options
No Cost to You

Do You Need a Home Loan Checkup?

We will

Credit Representative 493517 of Connective 
Credit Services Australian Credit License 389328

AIR CONDITIONING

FLOOR SANDING

AIR QUICK
AIRCONDITIONING

ABN 29 172 257 255 Lic No. L009367
BN    19619017

Specialising in
Split System Airconditioning

Installation | Design | Sales | Service

John Gray 0410 206 244
johngray0505@gmail.com

Over 25 Years Experience

Stenson’s Floor Sanding And Polishing

0404 304 060
Family Owned

Before.. . After
Over 12 years experience bringing

old timber floors back to life 

stensonsfloorsanding

LOCKSMITHS

>  Emergency Lockout Service
>  Quick Response
>  Automotive Locks
>  Fully Equipped Mobile Vans
>  Safe Opening and Servicing
>  Burglary Repairs

Locked Out?
Call NOW for

HELP!

0476 155 450
07 5495 6997
Email: info@preferredlocksmiths.com.au

CURTAINS AND WALLPAPERS

Thur - Sat 9am - 4pm
5/20 King Street, Caboolture

wallpaperaustralia.com.au

3256 9388IvoryT
Fabrics - Wallpapers - Curtains
Out/In Door Cushions & Seats

Blinds - Sheers - Shutters

PLUMBING

CHRISTMAS STORE

CARPENTRY

Brisbane's Premier Christmas Store

Trading Hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 4pm, Saturday 9am - 3pm, Sunday 10am - 3pm
Shop 14/47 Cook Ct, North Lakes

Whimsical & Enchanting Decor, Outdoor Lighting, 
Christmas Trees, Stocking Fillers & more

For all your Christmas needs....
www.thefestiveemporium.com.au

No Dig Pipe Repairs

Drain Camera Inspections

High Pressure Drain Cleaning

Taps, Toilets, Hot Water Systems

Burst Pipes and Drainage Repairs

 1800 643 024 or 0409 598 905

QBCC 1011243

ESTABLISHED SINCE 2000
Professional Day-To-Day Plumbing Services

Domestic and
Commercial
Electrical | Aircon

TV Data

0402 734 339
electrical license 121816  •  contractors 85540

SERVICING BRIGHTON, SANDGATE & REDCLIFFE
Will beat any competitors quote by 10% T&C's apply

CHRIS’S CARPENTRY
• All Types of Carpentry
• Repairs & Maintenance
• New Exchange
• Windows, Doors & Locks
• No Job too Small

QBCC 47407
Call Chris - 0419 792 510

chrissh1109@gmail.com

NARANGBA VALLEY TAVERN
Dining in Restaurant 37/47 is a treat for the entire family. We offer a warm, 
fresh, family friendly vibe with our chefs providing a wide range of tasty 
dishes while also keeping with our classic pub favourites. A variety of 
mid-week deals are available, check our website for details. We can get a little 
busy, especially during our dinner time service so we highly suggest making 

a booking to make sure we have a seat for you. Open 7 
days, Lunch from 11:30am and Dinner from 5:30pm.

Ph: 3491 1000
37-47 Golden Wattle Drive, Narangba

www.narangbatavern.com.au
@narangbavalleytavern

a b

QBCC – 1001563    Arctick – L094286    ABN 40 965 686 854

Shayne Melton
Mobile: 0408 357 043

Repairs - Installation - Sales - Service

Ph: 5495 4095
e: meltdownairconditioning@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL

07 3155 2249

SAFETY

CHECK

DINING OUT        with Marnie Birch

H Cafe
&

Bar

WHEN it comes to local cafes offering abundant menu choic-
es and a modern aesthetic, the new kid on the block at MKT 
Deception Bay tops the list. 

Located in the recently opened Coles supermarket pre-
cinct, H Cafe and Bar offers traditional-style cafe food: french 
toast, wraps, burgers, eggs, and steak, in addition to a com-
modious range of aromatic Vietnamese dishes. You’ll find 
noodle salads, banh mi, bao, and stir-fried rice meals, while 
fans of Korean-Thai food can enjoy chicken karaage or a vege 
rosti.

Open seven days a week and with extended opening 
hours, shift workers could tap into an extensive quick morn-
ing snack menu, or servings of breakfast, lunch and dinner any 
time of the day.

A pork banh mi was excellent value at $12. The delicious 
Vietnamese baguette had lashings of marinated pork, pickled 
carrot, cucumber, mayo, soya sauce and coriander.  Helping 
the customer’s hip pocket was a beef patty burger with egg 
(a Sunrise Burger), which will set you back $8.

Liquid refreshments of beer, spirits and Oyster Bay wines 
complement a selection of hot drinks and tropical juices. 
Smoothie fans will relish a choice between smoothies made 
on yoghurt, ice cream or alternative milks. Low gluten, vege-
tarian and vegan options are also offered.

I enjoyed the friendly table service, which made for a re-
freshing change from the usual counter ordering systems, 
and I found the staff welcoming and attentive, with smiles all 
around. With prices and selections like these and convenient 
shaded parking available right at the door, I imagine it won't 
be long before there is a queue for tables.

MKT Market Square
Bay Avenue

Deception Bay
0434 090 789

Opening Hours:
Mon-Sat: 6.30am-8.30pm, Sun: 6.30am-5pm



CHRISTMAS
DAY

DECEMBER 25THDECEMBER 25TH

Gourmet hot & cold Christmas 
Buffet from 12pm including 
a 3.5 hour drinks package 

(Beer, wine & softdrink)

Adults - $195
Teens (13 - 17yrs) - $95
Child (6 - 12yrs) - $35

5 & Under - FREE!
Book now via the QR code

or at Reception.
*Must be paid in full at 

time of booking

BURPENGARY COMMUNITY CLUBBURPENGARY COMMUNITY CLUB


